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     “Regular cabs will not
travel to the Pittsburgh
Hill District of the 1970s,
and so the residents turn
to each other.”  So is the
line that sets up the back-
drop of “Jitney,” this
year’s fall play.  And it was
another outstanding pro-
duction by the TR Theater
Guild and Director
Yvonne Nesbitt.
     “Jitney” dramatized
the lives of men hustling
to make a living as jitneys
(unofficial, unlicensed taxi
cab drivers.)   When the
boss Becker’s son returns
from prison, violence
threatens to erupt.   What
makes this play remark-
able is not the plot; “Jit-
ney” is Wilson at his most
real.  It’s dramatic in its
use of the words these men
use to tell their true “slice-
of-life” stories.
     Even though there was
minor technical glitch at
the very beginning, “Jit-
ney” was one of the most
heartfelt productions that
played true to the decade
it was set in…the gritty

and socially chaotic 1970’s.
Even if you were unfamil-
iar with that time the story
was easy to follow and the
actors did an outstanding
job of capturing the essence
of the time.
     Jeremiah Caldwell
(Philmore) was the charac-
ter that always needed a
ride and wanted to get some
booze.  The most memo-
rable aspect of his charac-
ter was that he always had
on light pink shoes.  As
soon as he walked on stage
you noticed his hot pink
shoes.  But as soon as the
shock of those wore off you
realized what a good job
Caldwell did in understand-
ing and conveying the trag-
edy in Philmore’s life.
     Acting in his first TR
production, Aaron Wash-
ington (Doub) delivered the
best performance of the
night.  As a gangster-type
who always kept the peace
and made sure everyone got
along, his presence was felt
every time he walked on
stage.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Pages 2-3      Activities in Full Swing
Pages 4-5      Students & Staff Honors and Awards
Pages 6-7     Conversation with Co-Principal Mrs. Johnson
Pages 8-9      Photos:  “Jitney” A Smash Hit!
Pages 10-17  Editorials, Editorials, & More Editorials:

   - “What’s On Our Minds?”
Pages 18-19  Opinions:  “Man on the Street”
Pages 20-25  Features, Horoscopes & Activity Calendar
Page 26        Photos:  TR Cuts Loose at Poetry Slam
Pages 27-28  Winter Sports Previews & Fall M.V.P.s

Inside........
          The Bagpipe

     Congratulations to four members of the Thornridge band program who were named
to the 2011 Illinois Music Educators Association State Band.  Earning this prestigious
honor in Concert Band were Blair Anderson & Alexzandria Clemmons and Runere
Brooks & Vincent Jones in Jazz Band.  They will take part in workshops and the state
concerts at the I.M.E.A. State Conference in Peoria, Illinois, on January 27-29.  The
Falcons are under the guidance of Director of Bands David Eanes.  Great job to all!

     Congratulations to seven TR Falcons who have earned the prestigious honor of
being named a 2011 Illinois State Scholars.  This award is given to less than 500
seniors across the State of Illinois.  Earning this honor were:  (l-r) (seated) Alexzandria
Clemmons,  Jacqueline Schmitt & Bethany Phifer; (standing) MaKaella Smith,
Nashawnda Foster, Antonio Daniel, & Kerbi Bowman.
     Selections are based on garde-point-average, class rank, ACT score, PSAE scores,
and involvement in school extracurriculars.   Outstanding job to all!
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Up & Down Season for TR Chess
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Mathletes Struggle in
Rebuilding Year

(Lincoln-Way Central meet – Sept. 22nd)
     The TR Mathletes opened their season on the road at
Lincoln-Way East and it looks to be a long year for the
Falcons.  With the loss of 80% of last year’s squad Coach
Whitney Brogger’s team scored 203 points and landed
in 15th place among 16 teams at the competition.  Senior
Blair Anderson posted the only perfect score in Expo-
nential / Logarithmic Functions.

(Lockport meet – Oct. 20th)
     The Falcons again landed in 15th place by notching
220 points.  Seniors Tim Vernon and Jaron Henyard
earned perfect scores in Asymptotes.

(Thornridge meet – Nov. 17th)
     Back home to the comforts of the ‘ridge TR landed
in 15th place for the third consecutive meet with 214
points.  Sophomore Za’keen Valentine (Complementary
and Supplementary Angles) and freshman Capry Greyer
(Linear Equations and Inequalities) earned perfect scores.
The frosh / soph. team of Angela Jacinto, Ebony Ward,
Noamaan Farooqui, and Capry Greyer, also scored well
with 29 points.

(Bolingbrook meet – Dec. 8th)
     Back in action and on the road at Bolingbrook the
Falcons fought hard but came up short, scoring only 158
points to land in last place.  Senior Antonio Daniel was
the only one to earn a perfect score in Solving Triangles.
     The Mathletes next meet is the SWSC Conference
competition on January 26th.

Season Recap:
TR v. Bolingbrook (Oct. 12th)
     The Falcons blew away the Raiders by sweeping the hosts 8-0.  Earning victories were:
Quintellis Broadnax (1), Cliff Ray (2), Angela Jacinto (3), Huron Wilson (4), Tyrone Newburn
(5), Ebony Ward (6), Justen Moore (7), and Shawn Watson (8).
 
TR v. T.F. North (Oct. 18th)
     On the road against the Meteors the Falcons battled even for the night.  Posting wins were:
Angela Jacinto (4), Huron Wilson (6), Justen Moore (8), and Clifton Chaplin (9), while Quintellis
Broadnax (1) and Tyrone Newburn (9) fought to a draw.

TR v. Andrew (Oct. 19th)
     The Falcons were grounded by the T-Bolts, going 0-for-day as the inhospitable hosts blanked
TR 8-0.

TR v. Lincoln-Way Central (Oct. 26th)
     For the second consecutive match the Falcons failed to earn a single point as the Knights
posted an 8-0 over the ‘ridge.

TR v. Argo (Oct. 30th)
     Ten Falcons won their matches at the Argo Invitational Tournament:  Clifford Ray, Quintellis
Broadnax, Angela Jacinto, Tim Marshall, Shawn Watson, Ebony Ward, Huron Wilson, Tyrone
Newburn, Clifton Chaplin, and Louis Nichols.  Each student played four matches in the day-
long tournament.  Top performers included Shawn Watson (3 wins), Clifton Chaplin (3 wins),
Huron Wilson (2 wins), and Tyrone Newburn (2 wins).

TR v. Stagg (Nov. 2nd)
     The rollercoaster season continued for the Falcons who played their best chess of the sea-
son by blasting the Chargers 11-0.  Clifford Ray, Quintellis Broadnax, Angela Jacinto, Ebony
Ward, Shawn Watson, Ryan Burch, Jaron Henyard, Shaniqua Haynes, Shaquille McDaniel,
Huron Wilson, and Tim Marshall were all victorious as the Falcons evened out their confer-
ence record at 2 wins and 2 losses.

TR v. Stagg (Nov. 9)
     The Falcons earned a hard fought one-point victory over the Stagg Chargers to put their
record to 3-2.  Tallying wins were Quintellis Broadnax, Shawn Watson, Tyrone Newburn, and
Clifton Chaplin.  But it was Ebony Ward’s tie in the last game of the night that sealed the win
for TR.

TR v. Thornwood / Thornton (Nov. 23)
     At a duo meet against district rivals Thornwood and Thornton, the Falcons blasted the
Thunderbirds 7-1.  Posting wins were Quintellis Broadnax, Angela Jacinto, Ebony Ward,
Clifford Ray, Tim Marshall, Tyrone Newburn, and Clifton Chaplin.  Next up against the Wild-
cats TR once again proved to be the better with a 6-1 drubbing of TT.  Earning victories were
Angela Jacinto, Ebony Ward, Clifford Ray, Shawn Watson, Tim Marshall, and Justen Moore.

TR v. Lincoln-Way East (Dec. 2)
In a match-up with SWSC powerhouse Lincoln-Way East the Falcons were shutout for the first
time in three years as the Griffins pounded out 10 wins enroute to a 120-52 victory.

TR v. Lincoln-Way North (Dec. 7)
The Falcons hosted Lincoln-Way North and edged the Phoenix 90-81.  Posting wins were
Angela Jacinto, Ebony Ward, Tim Marshall, and Shawn Watson.  The win moved Thornridge
into a 3rd place tie (with LWN) in the SWSC Blue Division with a record of 6 wins and 3 losses
with four games to go.  Individually Quintellis Broadnax is currently ranked third out of 86
blue division players and Angela Jacinto holds down the 13th place.

Chess Statistics (as of 12/9/10):
Team Record:  7-7
Conference Record:  6-3
Conference Rank:  6th pl. / 16 teams
Division Rank (Blue Division):  3rd pl. / 8 teams
Conference Wins Against:  Bolingbrook, Stagg B, Stagg A, Thornton, Thornwood, Lincoln-
Way North
Conference Losses Against:  Lincoln-Way Central, Lincoln-Way East, Andrew
 
Individual Statistics:
Best Conference Record: Ebony Ward (5 wins, 3 losses, 1 draw)
Male-Most Conference Points: Quintellis Broadnax (142 points, 3rd ranked in division)
Female- Most Conference Points:  Angela Jacinto (122 points, 13th ranked in division)
Highest Board: Clifford Ray (1.76)
Best Record Overall:  Shawn Watson & Huron Wilson (both with 8 wins, 5 losses)
Team Captain:  Tim Marshall

“Taste of TR”
Hits the Right Spot

     It was “bon appetit” again this year at the Student
Council’s annual Taste of TR.  With over 25 different
entrees and literally hundreds of desserts there was some-
thing to whet everyone’s appetites.
     Added the roster of SCOT activities two years ago
the event has become one of the most popular at TR.
The turnout was great as students and staff kept coming
back for more.  The Taste of TR gives SCOT members
the opportunity to showcase their culinary skills by bring-
ing in their favorite dishes to share with everyone.
     The event was held on November 18th in the Student
Cafeteria.  The next Taste of TR is scheduled for Febru-
ary 17th.  Don’t miss it!
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Scho-Bowlers Gear Up
for SWSC Play     Congratulations to 37 members of the Thornridge Student Council who have se-

lected for inclusion in “Who’s Who in Student Council” for 2010-2011.  Sponsored
by the United States Achievement Academy, students are chosen based on their par-
ticipation in the organization, years of service, academic achievement, and involve-
ment in school-related programs / projects.  They must also exhibit personal motiva-
tion, cooperative attitude, dependability, enthusiasm, responsibility, and leadership
qualities.  The honor permits students to be eligible for a number of scholarship op-
portunities as well.  Sponsor Lee R. Talley nominated Student Council members for
this prestigious recognition.
     Student Council members selected for this honor are:  Dominick Dixon, Chanel
Carter, Jazzica Norfleet, Jacqueline Schmitt, Jasmyn Anderson, Alexis Bedford, Judge
Brooks, DeAndrea Brown, Taneka Bruce, Lena Buford, Juvenal Estrada, Jaylen Everett,
Amber Fenn, Taylor Fizer, Tabitha Glover, Ariel Harris, Shaniqua Haynes, Sharna’
Hines, Marshanna Jackson, Darian Johnson, Letrice Johnson, Daphene McGrew,
Cassidy Myricks, Siduri Purnell, Andreanna Rice, Destiny Rice, Larria Russell, Diana
Salazar, Erricka Scott, Patrick Sheard, Quandria Shepard, Brittany Spates, Marcell
Wade, Tia Westbrook, Brie-Anna Williams, Tressa Winton, and Bridgette Wright.

37 SCOT Honored in “Who’s Who”

13 Falcons Take Part in
SWSC Leadership Conference

     On November 9th 13 members of the Thornridge Student Council and Sponsor
Lee R. Talley took part in the SouthWest Suburban Leadership Conference sponsored
by the Bolingbrook and Lockport High Schools.  With the theme, “I Am A Dream
Achiever,” the daylong event was designed to help develop leadership skills and give
students a chance to interact with students from other schools in the conference.
     Upon arrival participants were served a light continental breakfast and were wel-
come by their hosts.  Students were then broken up into groups to do team-building
exercise before settling in to talk about the many activities and exchange ideas about
what’s going on at their school.
     Some of the activities included stereotyping, when someone has a tag on their
back and they don’t know what it says exactly, such as, a “jock” or “drama queen.”
The game is designed to make you see how stereotyping is all too common in every-
day life.  This is an exercise that some schools use in gym class to break down the
walls between different students.  Its main goal is to diffuse the tensions that may
arise because of wrong perceptions some students have of other students.
     Next everyone was treated to a presentation by the owners of “Boom!” the com-
pany that puts on shows at dances and large school events.  The best part of this
presentation was the video that showed everything the company does at an event.
Unfortunately it is very expensive to use this company.  Wrapping up the day was a
raffle where prizes were awarded to participants.

By Jazzica Norfleet

      Though they suffered a loss in their first match of
the season the Falcon Scholastic Bowl team’s morale is
high in spirits.  They know the key to winning consists
of three things:  preparation, preparation, and yes, prepa-
ration.
     At the first SouthWest Suburban Conference mini-
meet of the year (where teams play multiple opponents
in one night) the Falcons lost all three matches.  TR lost
160-20 to Bolingbrook, 79-60 to Lockport, and 200-70
to Joliet West.
     “We want to win as many meets as possible,” Head
Coach Beth Surdyk said of the team’s main goal for the
season.  “We have a large squad with a lot of seniors
this year.  They’re smart and enthusiastic so I think we’ll
do well as the year goes on.”
     This year’s squad is in pretty good shape as the team
will be led by veterans Austin Armstrong, Louis Burrel,
Timi Adeboje, Nashawnda Foster, Kadeen Tra-B-Sohn,
Antonio Daniel, Julien Rice, and Victoria Brown.  De-
spite the loss the team has been practicing hard every
Wednesday from 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. in hopes of im-
proving.  They’re going to need to get better if they hope
to challenge perennial favorites Bradley-Bourbonnais
and Homewood-Flossmoor this year.
     “Our strength will be that we have a more diverse
group of team members this year,” Surdyk added.  “One
problem we may have is trying to find the time and
matches to play all of the inexperienced kids so that
they can develop and see what competition is really like.”
     Asst. Coach Mike Skawinski agrees.  “Thornridge is
one of the smaller schools in the conference.  Between
Andrew, Bradley, and the Lincoln-Ways, we’re going to
need a lot of work in order to finish in the top three in
conference this year.”  The affable coach said that he
and Surdyk are going to teach the team more strategy
and how to throw their opponents off their game.
     For those who aren’t familiar with Scholastic Bowl
it is like a combination of Trivial Pursuit and Jeopardy.
Competitors are asked questions and whoever buzzes
in with the correct answer first is awarded points.  The
team with the most points at the end of the match wins.
     “We have some of the brightest kids at TR on the
team this season,” Skawinski related.  “They’re very
competitive and have a lot of experience.”  He added
that one of the goals is for the Frosh/Soph team hits the
500-point mark in a match this year.
     Surdyk hopes that no matter how the season goes
that the team members take away a competitive spirit
and the experience of being able to socialize with stu-
dents from different schools and backgrounds.  Scho-
lastic Bowl, like most of the activities, gives kids a
chance to get together in a relaxed atmosphere to have
some good old fashioned fun, she added.
     Skawinski had another take on it.  “Since this may
very well be the last senior team for a while it’s going to
be said for them because we’ve always had so much fun
at the meets.  I think they’re going to miss that experi-
ence.”
     The Falcons will be hosting a home meet on January
19th so be sure to come out and cheer them on to victory.
Or better yet, if you think you’ve got the smarts why
don’t you come out and be a part of the Falcon Scholas-
tic Bowl team.

By Mellody Strahan & Chantal Turner

SCOT members attending the conference were: (l-r) (sitting) Anna Rice & Chanel Carter;
(standing) Shaniqua Haynes, Diana Salazar, Juvenal Estrada, Siduri Purnell, Jasmyn Ander-
son, Destiny Rice, Dominick Dixon, Jacqueline Schmitt, & Jazzica Norfleet.
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Score I.H.S.P.A. Awards

     On Thursday, November 18th TR opened its doors and showed its hospitality to two
members of the business community during the annual “Principal for a Day” event.
     Leo Cassidy, senior enrollment counselor for Olivet Nazarene University, and Evette
Fortenberry, Sales Consultant with SJB Promotions and affiliated with the GED pro-
gram at South Suburban College, spent the day visiting classes and speaking with stu-
dents.
     Fortenberry spoke about her career and the South Suburban College GED program
while Cassidy provided information on college enrollment.  Both visitors emphasized
the importance of making sure that students stay on track with their education and what
they will need upon entering college.
     The spent time shadowing Co-principals Dorith Johnson and Brad Beilfuss to see
what a typical day in life of an administrator is like.  This included meeting with staff
members, visiting classrooms and the student cafeteria, and being part of a Building
Leadership Team meeting.
     For those wishing to contact the two visitors you may do so via email:  Fortenberry at
SJB Promotions Evette@sjbpromotions.com and Cassidy at Olivet Nazarene Univer-
sity Lcassidy@olivet.edu.

     It was honors again for the Bagpipe newspaper and Piper
yearbook as the Illinois High School Press Association
(I.H.S.P.A.) honored both publication for the ninth straight
year.  The Piper yearbook earned Gold status and the Bag-
pipe newspaper earned Silver status for their outstanding
work for the 2009-2010 school year.
     The I.H.S.P.A. annually awards high schools for their
work on school publications.  Schools submit publications
to the I.H.S.P.A. for evaluation on 12 different criteria.  Gold
status is given to those publications that excel in at least 10
of the 12 areas.  Silver status is given to those that excel in
at least nine areas.  Bronze status if excellence is found in
at least eight areas.
     The 2010 Piper Yearbook has received Gold status from
the Illinois High School Press Association (I.H.S.P.A.) for
the fifth time in the past nine years.  Gold status means that
the book was honored as one of the top 10 yearbooks for
Illinois high schools with enrollments under 2,000.  The
I.H.S.P.A. enters the top 10 yearbooks in each class into
national competition to compete against yearbooks from
all 50 states.  The results will be announced in February
2010.
     The Piper scored gold status in the areas of photogra-
phy, cover design, theme, continuity, and page layout.  In
addressing the page layouts the book was honored “for a
unique and creative use of color, art design, and format-
ting of photos that created a bold statement in breaking the
traditional rules of layout.  The color schemes were ex-
tremely pleasing to the eye and helped keep the reader fo-
cused.  Very impressive!”
     The Piper was also cited for it’s “ voluminous photog-
raphy that gives an extensive and intimate portrait of the
entire year.”
     “Again I would have to credit Chevice (Naide) who came
up with a very creative design for the book,” Lee R. Talley,
now in his ninth year as sponsor of both the yearbook and
newspaper, related.  “It seems that we can ever decide which
way to go with  the overall design of the book until some-
thing really jumps out at us.  We really never know how it
will end up until late in the year, but Chevice brought her
artistic skills and wonderful creativity to make it a wonder-
ful book.  Even the publisher commented on how much
they liked the book and how unique it was compared to
traditional yearbook.”
     The publication was also awarded gold recognition for
its outstanding photography, the I.H.S.P.A. critique specifi-
cally stating that “the photos were outstanding.  We were
truly impressed that so many events, activities, games and
other school-related photos were in the book.  We were able
to gain of true sense of your school, especially the Senior
pages, Athletic and Activity sections, some of the best we
saw this year.”
     For the seventh time in nine years the Bagpipe newspa-
per was cited for its outstanding work, earning Silver status
for the I.H.S.P.A.  The honor means the newspaper is one
of the top 20 high school newspapers in the State of Illi-
nois.  The Bagpipe earned distinctions in seven categories.
The publication received Gold recognition for its photog-
raphy, layout and design, feature writing, and editorial writ-
ing.  It also took home silver in news writing.  The I.H.S.P.A.
cited the “professional” layout and design of the paper, the
variety and depth of the editorial section, and the wide and
effective use of photography throughout the entire publica-
tion.
     “We are truly honored to be recognized for all the hard
work put into the newspaper,” Talley, who is in his last year
as newspaper advisor as he retires in June, explained.  “It
was a wonderful staff to work with last year and they really
responded with some terrific stories.”  Early in the year the
Bagpipe was named the top newspaper in the SWSC Con-
ference, winning awards in layout, editorial, and sports
writing.

“Welcome to the ‘Ridge!”

Nine Falcons Musicians
Earn I.M.E.A. District Honors

     Nine members
of the Falcon in-
strumental music
program have earn
the prestigious
honor of being
named an Illinois
Music Educator
Association Dis-
trict musician.
They were selected
after auditions held
at Hinsdale Central
High School on
Oct. 14th.  The nine
musicians attended the District I Jazz Festival on Nov. 13th at Downers Grove High
School and/or the Concert Festival at Lincoln-Way West High School on Nov. 20th.  They
were notified this month whether they have earned I.M.E.A. All-State honors and a trip
to Peoria, Illinois, January 27-29, to take part in workshops and the state concert.
     Earning honors in Jazz band were:  Runere Brooks (string / electric bass), Natasha
Banks (string / electric bass), Vincent Jones (drum set), Jonathan Williams (trombone),
and Gregory Sorrell (trumpet).
     Earning honors in Concert band were:  Runere Brooks (tuba), Alexzandria Clemmons
(alto clarinet), Blair Anderson (contra bass clarinet), Corey Miller (baritone), and Alex
Tyner (piccolo).
     The nine musicians are under the guidance of TR Director of Bands David Eanes.
Congratulations to all.

Co-Principals Brad Beilfuss (left) and Dorith Johnson (right) flank “Principals for a Day” Leo Cassidy
and Evette Fortenberry as they begin their day at the ‘ridge.
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Staff:  Pierre Bradley, Briana Jackson, Alexis
Johnson, Whitney Johnson, Jazzica Norfleet,
Mellody Strahan, Shanise Thornton, Chantal
Turner, & Tressa Winton

Advisor:  Lee R. Talley

Letters:  We invite readers to share their
thoughts with us by writing to The Bagpipe
Newspaper, Editorial Board, 15000 S. Cot-
tage Grove Avenue, Dolton, IL   60419, by
email www.bagpipe.district205.net , or via fax
to 708-271-5020.  Please include your name,
address and telephone number.  The Bagpipe
reserves the right to edit submissions and does
not guarantee publication of any material.
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Editorial Staff Editorial Policy

“Jitney”

     Providing the comic re-
lief for the night was Tevin
Bruce (Shealy).  A sup-
posed ladies man with a
certain amount of wisdom,
the “sharp-dressed and
street-wise bookie” always
had a smile on his face.  He
came into the Jitney Sta-
tion every once in a while
just to use the phone so he
could collect betting num-
bers or to get a date; a wel-
come sight to break the
dramatic tension.
     Turnbo was an old crazy
man who just loved to gos-
sip.  For a person who al-
ready loves to talk you
could say that Markist
Booker was perfectly cast
in the role.  A strong per-
formance that was hin-
dered a bit by him talking
so fast that sometimes you
couldn’t understand what
he was saying, losing the
intended dramatic effect.
     Timothy Jefferson
(Youngblood) was a young

guy that was struggling with
his girlfriend Destiny Th-
ompson (Rena) whose rela-
tionship was beset by nu-
merous problems.  There
was good tension between
the two characters, espe-
cially when the anger be-
tween the both of them
could be felt seething from
each.  One could sense the
underlying motive that his
character had in trying to
find a way to live in the
house with his son and Rena.
     The argument between
Youngblood and Rena was
the most memorable part of
the play.  Thompson deliv-
ered a sort of raw perfor-
mance, delivering the neces-
sary emotion to feel empa-
thy for her character.  The
second half of the play was
the most realistic, with the
audience being able to relate
to the characters in different
ways.
     Becker (Louis Burrel)
and Booster (Terrence Tay-
lor) were also two characters
that gave wonderful perfor-
mances.  Nesbitt cast the
two well because they had

Falcon Speechies
Slow to Take Flight

     It’s been a bit of tough sledding early on for the Fal-
con Speech team this season.  Head Coach Yvonne Nesbitt
knew that this would be a bit of a rebuilding year due to
the loss of some major talent to graduation, but it seems
that the varsity team is struggling to find its identity so
far this year.
     Hoping to find their collective feet at their annual TRee
Tournament (Dec. 4), the hosts could finish no better than
10th place out of 21 teams in competition.  Finalists in-
cluded:  Markist Booker – 5th pl. in extemporaneous speak-
ing; Tameka Redmond – 6th pl. in radio speaking; Timo-
thy Jefferson & Ashley O’Lidge – 8th pl. - dramatic duet
acting; and Destiny Thompson – finalist in dramatic in-
terpretation.
     On the road at the SouthWest Suburban Conference
Novice Tournament (Nov. 23) TR came in 10th place out
of 14 schools.  Taking home medals in individual events
were:  Tim Jefferson and Ashley O’Lidge - 4th place in
dramatic duet acting; Demola Adeoshun - 2nd pl. in ex-
temporaneous speaking; Jenaya Irby - 5th pl. in prose read-
ing; and Demola Adeoshun - 5th pl. in radio speaking.
     It was a woeful perform at the Thornton “Turkey”
Tournament on Nov. 20th as the Falcons failed to qualify
a single competitor for final round.  TR landed in 18th

place out of 27 teams.
     In the first tournament of the year the Falcons finished
16th among 18 teams at the Homewood-Flossmoor Nov-
ice Tourney on Oct. 30.  Two individuals, Andre Rogers
– 6th pl. in Original Comedy, and Jenaya Irby – 6th pl. in
Prose Reading, earned medals.
     The Falcons travel to Stagg on Dec. 18 for the SWSC
Varsity tourney to wind up 2010.  They return on Jan. 8 to
compete at the Thornwood “T-Shirt” tournament.

Earning medals at the TRee Speech Tournament were:  (l-r) Ashley
O’Lidge, Tim Jefferson, Markist Booker, Destiny Thompson, and
Tameka Redmond.

...Continued from pg. 1

Talley Honored as Activity Director of the Year

great chemistry together.
One could feel the ani-
mosity between the fa-
ther and son because they
truly resented each other,
feeling that they were the
cause of each other’s mis-
erable life.
     Becker was the owner
of the Jitney cab com-
pany.  He always made
sure everything was go-
ing right and didn’t ac-
cept and fooling around.
Everybody loved and re-
spected Becker for the
type of guy he was.
Booster was Becker’s son
who had just gotten out
of prison.  Not that many
people knew he was
Becker’s son because
Becker didn’t want to
claim him anymore.
     Congratulations to the
cast and crew of “Jitney”
for an outstanding perfor-
mance.  A well-deserved
round of applause to Di-
rector Yvonne Nesbitt
and Technical Director
Kevin LeCompte for a
job well.

     Congratulations to TR
Director of Student Activi-
ties Lee R. Talley who was
honored as the “2010 Ac-
tivity Director of the Year”
by the Illinois Directors of
Student Activities at an
awards banquet on Nov.
14th at the Pheasant Run
Resort in St. Charles, Illi-
nois.  In his ninth year in
the position he was nomi-
nated for the honor by staff
members Erin Fort, Kristen
Burke, Whitney Brogger,
Mike Skawinski, and re-
tired Fine Arts Chairperson
Bill Kirksey.
     During the course of his
28-years as an educator (22
at TR) Talley has spon-
sored 16 different clubs /
activities and coached eight
different sports.  Currently
he sponsors the Bagpipe
Newspaper, Piper Year-
book, Student Council,
Group Interpretation,
Black History program,
and the Dr. King program
at South Suburban College
every January, and Gradu-
ation Coordinator.  Over
the years Talley has also

sponsored numer-
ous community
service projects
including the
“One Can, One
Dollar, One
Smile” holiday
drive, clothing
drives, toy drives,
gifts for veterans
drives, hurricane
and earthquake re-
lief drives, and
taking students to
work at homeless
shelters and soup
kitchens.
     As a radio and television
instructor Talley sponsored
two different student-pro-
duced cable television pro-
grams for TR, “On the
Ridge” which ran for 10
years and “Word on the
Street” which ran for six
years.  He was also the tech-
nical director on the 2008
State Champion Drama pro-
duction of “Fences.”  He re-
tires in June to concentrate
on his screenwriting, pho-
tography, skiing & volun-
teering.  Good luck in your
retirement!
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Since arriving at Thornridge about two months ago you’ve had a
brief chance to experience its students, staff and community.  Please
give your impression of all, in particular anything that has impressed
you so far.
“What has impressed me thus far about Thornridge High School is the
warmth and tenacity of the students and staff.  The students and staff
have been very welcoming and work very hard to give Thornridge out-
standing recognition in several areas.”
 
Please describe the best qualities you feel you bring to your new
position as co-principal that will help you be successful in this job.
“Some of the best qualities that I bring is that am very focused, have
high expectations of myself and others, a team player, open, and even
tempered which works well in my varied roles.” 
 
Even though you’ve only been the co-principal a very short time,
what do you see will be the most challenging aspect of your new
position.
“One of the greatest challenges will be to continue to improve student
achievement.  There has already been some growth in scores over the
last few years.  My job is to continue to help prepare students academi-
cally for high school and beyond.”
 
 Please explain what you feel are the most difficult aspects facing
educators today.
“The most difficult aspects facing educators today are budget cuts that
erode the much needed support and extracurricular programs needed
for students, societal distracters that effect student’s academic perfor-
mance, and more and more students entering the educational system
unprepared.”
 
Thornridge is slated to transition to a Freshman Academy next fall. 
Please relate what you feel will be the positives and negatives (if
any) aspects of this move.
“The positive aspects of Thornridge turning to a Freshmen Center in-
clude a climate, culture, and community focused only on freshman stu-
dents.  This includes support by way of additional support personnel,
classes and programs, and strong teaming of teachers.  The challenge
that we currently face is getting the full buy in from the community.”

Situation:  A student who is currently a sophomore / junior ap-
proaches you and expresses their fears about having to attend
Thornton or Thornwood High School next year due to the transi-
tion.  Please explain what you would say to them to allay their fears.
“I do understand why the students have questions and concerns. Dur-
ing the month of October, Mr. Beilfuss and I visited some classes, par-
ticularly juniors, to hear their feelings and answer questions about the
proposed changes.  This was helpful in that we were able to clear up
some of the misconceptions that the students had. I think the greatest
way to allay a fear is to be a good listener and offer a sound response.”

Please explain what you enjoy most about being an educator and
working with young people.
“I enjoy being an educator and working with young people.  When I

Editor’s Note: 
     In the October 29th issue of the Bagpipe we attempted to present an introductory article of TR’s new Co-Principal Mrs. Dorith Johnson.
Unfortunately we didn’t rise to our usual high standards of reporting.  We regret the error and the misinformation that was given in that
article.  We felt it only right to sit down with Mrs. Johnson for another interview of great length so that the Thornridge community would have
a more informed portrait of her background and views on various educational issues.  We felt it only right to give her a chance to use her own
voice to introduce herself, her thoughts and opinions to the TR community.  We appreciate the opportunity to do so.

Professional / Personal Info:
 Co-Principal Thornridge High School
15 Years in Education / 14 years at Thornwood / 2 months at Thornridge 
Mathematics instructor for 11 years
Married with two children 

Education:
Graduate of Whitney M. Young High School
Western Illinois Univ. - Bachelor of Business in Marketing (Cum Laude)
DePaul University – Master of Arts in Mathematics Education
Governor’s State Univ. – Master of Arts in Educational Administration
 
Educational Accomplishments:
Former Co-chair of the TW building Safe & Secure Committee
Demonstration Classroom teacher
Senior Project Advisor
Presenter at the July 2003 National HSTW Conference
Presenter at the March 2005 Connections Conference
Presenter at the July 2005 National HSTW Conference
Presenter at the July 2006 National HSTW Conference
Current Co-Chair of the District Professional Development Committee
Mentor Coordinator:  3 years
Freshman Academy Chair – 5 years
Assistant Principal – 3 years

A Conversation with...
“TR Co-Principal Dorith Johnson”

During the “Principal for a Day” festivities Co-Principal Dorith Johnson
welcomes our guests via the morning announcements.
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was a classroom teacher, I enjoyed making learning fun and seeing the
excitement in a student’s eye when he/she finally understood a con-
cept.  As an administrator, I enjoy seeing students engrossed in learn-
ing, greeting them in the hall, and seeing them involved within the school
community.”

Please describe the main obstacles that students face when it comes
to being a successful student.
“There are many obstacles that students face when it comes to being
successful.  Many students come in with a large achievement gap that
causes them to struggle in high school level classes.  Some students are
wrestling with social and emotional factors that impede their academic
progress.  Others have never formed appropriate study habits or note
taking skills.  Moreover, some students who have experienced failure
in the past have given up hope that they can be successful.”

Please explain the greatest challenges facing the young people to-
day (in terms of being successful as well as what they face in the
world).
“One of the greatest challenges facing young people today is that they
don’t understand that they are in a global society.  They must be mar-
ketable internationally and this takes a deeper level of preparation.”
  
Please relate the most important thing that young people fail to un-
derstand about what will be facing them once they graduate from
high school.
“What most young people fail to understand is that they must develop
an inner drive for achievement.  Once they graduate from high school,
they will in most regards be independent. They may not have anyone
telling them to study or go to class.  They must find value in doing these
activities as an avenue to their success.”
 
Even though they may not know it, everyone is a life-long learner. 
Please explain the life lesson that you learned as young person that
made the greatest impact on your life.  Who is the person who taught
you this lesson?
“One of the life lessons as an adult that made the greatest impact on
my life was the death of my father.  After seeing him suffer through a
long bout of illness, I more so realized that a lot of things that we com-
plain and quarrel about is absolutely irrelevant in the grand scope of
things.”
 
Please relate a humorous story / anecdote from your days as a class-
room teacher.
“There is an incident from about five years ago that still rings in my
heart to this day.  I had a male student in my class who had not been
successful on the first three units in Algebra.  I went back and re-taught
him those three units and let him take the tests over.  On the first retest,
he received an 89% and he was in shock! Neither he nor the students

surrounding him could believe that he had received a B.  His attitude
about himself and math changed from that day forward.  On the last
day of school I gave out certificates.  His mother called me and said,
“Mrs. Johnson, my son came home from school and told me that he had
gotten a certificate from one his teachers.  He didn’t have to tell me
who it was from.  I knew that it was from you.  He considers you his
personal hero.”
 
Please explain the best part of your new position as co-principal.
“The best part of my job is working with the students and staff here at
Thornridge High School.  There is a genuine legacy here and we want
to celebrate and commemorate this legacy throughout this school year.”
 
Please elaborate on what goals you have for the school for the next
few years of school.
“My charge will be to help our incoming freshmen to be high school
and college ready.  86% of our freshmen district-wide come to us not
on track for college success based upon their Explore scores.   We will
also look to pour into the students socially and emotionally through
providing additional programs, strong teaming, and additional sup-
port personnel.”

Please describe what your expectation for the school year will be
like next year and plans on keeping the freshmen on task.
“We will continue to have very high expectations for our students and
staff next school year.  One of the strongest factors for a freshman be-
ing on track for graduation is their attendance in school.  We want to
make sure that our freshmen have consistent attendance and that they
want to be in school due to the caring environment and the culture of
our school that will be established.”
 
Please elaborate on the reason that you feel students fail academi-
cally in high school.
“There are many factors for why students fail academically in high
school.  Many students come in with a large achievement gap that causes
them to struggle in high school level classes.  Some students are wres-
tling with social and emotional factors that impede their academic
progress.  Others have never formed appropriate study habits or note
taking skills.  Moreover, some students who have experienced failure
in the past have given up hope that they can be successful.”
 
Please elaborate on what advice you would give a student who wants
to be as successful as yourself.
“The advice that I would give a student who wants to be successful is to
first establish their short and long term goals.  Once this has been de-
termined, they have to put up blinders to anything that would distract
them from these goals.  Success is a relative term. I feel that if a person
is fulfilling their call and mission in life, they are successful.”

Lastly, if you were to describe yourself in three words…
“Fair, dedicated, and a visionary.”

One of the many duties of  an administrator is attending meetings.  Co-Principals
Dorith Johnson and Brad Beilfuss during a Building Leadership Team meeting.

Taking time out of her
busy schedule, Mrs.

Johnson converses with
a student in Ms. Burke’s

Art  class.
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Theater
Guild’s
“Jitney”
A Smash

Sensation!

 Director Yvonne Nesbitt surrounded by the cast & crew of “Jitney”
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Is Fast Food Slowing You Down?

     Fast food is nothing but
food that can be consumed
really fast.  There’s no cook-
ing and clean up time in-
volved.  Since its advent back
in the 1950’s and 1960’s try-
ing to find a way to prepare a
meal and consume a meal
more quickly has driven the
fast-food industry.  The more
hectic pace of today’s world
has made it even worse as
people have little time to
slave over the stove and pre-
pare a healthy meal.  We all
want to grab something
quickly and get going.  And
for this need of ours, fast food
fits perfectly.
     A variety of fast foods are
available at vending ma-
chines, at 24-hour conve-
nience stores, and at the
drive-through windows of
every fast-food restaurant
that dots every major thor-
oughfare in our cities.
Whether it be grabbing some-
thing to gobble down quickly
on our way to work or roll-
ing through the drive-in win-
dow on the way home be-
cause you’re too tired to cook
after a long day at work, fast-
food is simply too tempting

and too easy to pass up.  It’s
a very convenient way to
keep the family happy.
     However, in the last 10
years, doctors and the rest
of the medical community
has preached and warned
about the evils of fast-food
and the long term effects it
will have in determining
how healthy you will be as
you age.
     So is fast food bad for
your health?  Fast foods
raise blood cholesterol lev-
els.  The fat in fast foods
also causes plaque that can
clog the walls of your arter-
ies, which increases the risk
of a heart attack. 
     Many fast foods are
deep-fried and contain satu-

rated fat, trans fats and cho-
lesterol.  The change in cho-
lesterol levels from fast
foods strongly raises the risk
for numerous health prob-
lems such as a heart attack
or heart failure.  Even sal-
ads at fast food restaurants
can have high fat levels be-
cause people tend to load
them up with dressing,
cheese and pieces of bacon.
     Heart disease is the num-
ber one cause of death in the
United States according to
the National Heart, Lung, &
Blood Institute.  Two-thirds
of all American teenagers
have at least one risk factor
for cardiac disease due to
poor nutrition and obesity,
high cholesterol or lack of

By Whitney Johnson exercise.
     Fast food is typically high
in calories and the portions
are large.  This tends to pro-
mote overeating which in
turn means too many calo-
ries, which can lead to
weight gain and obesity.
Research has shown that
people who eat fast food
consume more calories than
people who do not eat fast
food.  Those who eat fast
food also consume more fat,
saturated fat, and sodium
while consuming fewer
fruits, vegetables, and milk.
People get fat eating regular
portion sizes, but since the
food has a high energy den-
sity, people gain weight.
     Eating too much sugar is
another contributing factor
to developing diabetes,
which is now the third high-
est cause of deaths in the
United States.  Many fast
food items are high in sugar,
some containing more than
the recommended daily
amount in just one food item.
The Center for Science in the
Public Interest (CSPI) per-
formed a study concluding
that 59% of the fast food
products marketed to chil-
dren did not meet CSPI’s nu-

trition standards.  All of the
sweet snacks, fruit-flavored
snacks and cookies in the
study were found lacking in
nutrients.  Many of these
foods are high in sugar,
which increases the risk of
childhood diabetes.
     Fast food companies are
making money by feeding
you tons of calories, which
is gradually pushing you to
destroy your own body.  So
it is important you limit your
fast food consumption to not
more than once a week.
     Moreover, don’t blindly
believe the “healthy” tag fast
food joints attach to their sal-
ads. It’s simply amazing how
these fast food joints can
transform healthy salads to
fatty salads.
     So be careful about what
you eat and try and pick from
the healthy fast food choices,
lest you want to bounce
away all your life with tons
of extra weight.  The best
part here is that it’s never too
late to change your eating
habits, even if you were fol-
lowing an unhealthy routine
all these years.  After all,
don’t really deserve a break
today?

Five New Educators Join the TR Staff

Subjects:  World History &
U.S. History
Degree:  Social Science Edu-
cation – Illinois State Univer-
sity (1992)
High School:  Evergreen Park
High School (1987)
Quote:  “I am appreciative for
the opportunity to be a part of
the ‘Ridge and optimistic for
the journey we will take to-
gether.”

Position:  Social Worker
Degree:  Social Work – East-
ern Michigan Univ. (1990)
Graduate Degrees:  Masters
of Social Work – Univ. of
Michigan (1991); Educa-
tional Administration – Gov-
ernors State Univ. (2009)
High School:  Thornton
High School (1986)
Quote:  “Returning to the
school district I graduated
from is extremely rewarding.
I hop to make a difference in
the lives of many students.”

Subjects:  Mathematics
Degree:  Physics – University
of Jordan (1984)
Doctorate Degree:  Math-
ematical Sciences in Physics
– University of Texas at Ar-
lington (1991)
High School:  National Greek
Orthodox High School
(Amman, Jordan) (1980)
Quote:  “I am really excited
about working at TR!”

Subjects:  Mathematics,
Health & Personal Growth
Degree:  English Literature
– Chicago State University
(2003)
Graduate Degree:  Special
Education – Chicago State
University (2010)
High School:  Homewood-
Flossmoor High School
(1997)
Quote:  “Education + Enthu-
siasm = Successful Students
& Teachers.”

Position:  School Improve-
ment Grant (S.I.G.) Secretary
Degree:  Currently enrolled
at South Suburban College
High School:  Morgan Park
High School (1987)
Quote:  “Coming to the
‘Ridge allows me to continue
a call of mine and that is to
be helpful in every way I can.
I believe increasing your ser-
vice to others increases your
own value.”

Kathleen Reilly Nikita Coleman Kelli Louden Renata Marroum Laura Vaughn
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“To Junk or Not to Junk?”  That is the Question?

     We are young adults, so
we should the right to have
an opinion on what we eat,
right?  In fact any indi-
vidual have the right to
choose what they eat.  If we
weren’t at school we would
be able buy whatever we
would want to eat.  But it
seems that school admin-
istrators and school boards
across the United States
have taken it upon them-
selves to decide our diet.
Isn’t this just another ex-
ample of how government,
in this case public schools,
is intruding into our per-
sonal lives?
     Changing the school
menu will have little if any
impact into determining
how overweight or obese
young adults are or will
become.  There are other
factors that are certainly
more important in whether
we gain weight or not.
     Young adults have
transitioned to a sedentary
lifestyle.  In the past teen-
agers used to be outside
running around and play-
ing, playing sports at
school or in youth leagues,
or generally leading a more
active life.  Today’s youth

     Kindergarten a place for
kids to learn when they en-
ter the world of learning
and begin 13-year educa-
tional journey.  More im-
portantly it’s where most
children begin to learn and
develop social skills.
     In recent years some
educators and some par-
ents have moved towards
the thinking that giving
kindergarteners a more ex-
tensive / intense academic
workload will give them a
competitive edge as they
move towards high school
graduation.  The theory
being that “more is better”
and “the earlier the bet-
ter.”  But is this really true?
     Shouldn’t kindergarten

By Alexis Johnson

By Shanise Thornton

Kindergarten:  The Most Important Year in School

is more techno-driven,
spending hours talking on
their cellphone or sitting
behind their computer surf-
ing the Internet, or just
lounging on the couch in
front of the television.  In
short, young people are now
reactive than active.
     But in the trade off for
having more things avail-
able to us via the Internet
and other technology is
stress.  Young people are
now expected to learn much
more and at an earlier age.
Adults keep reminding us
that, “We’ll be competing in
a global economy.”  So
we’re pressured at an earlier

age to learn more and be
the “perfect student.”
Nothing is more stressful
than thinking that you’re
behind the curve and that
you’ll never be able to
compete.  So like more
people food is the easy
comfort food to soothe
your nerves.
     Sure schools should
take the lead and not pro-
vide such junk foods like
potato chips, doughnuts,
chocolate-covered ice
cream and sugary drinks.
They should be banned
from elementary, middle
and high schools, accord-
ing to a report by schools

officials, and part
of the National
Academy of Sci-
ence.
     Currently there
are many foods of
minimal nutri-
tional value are
available in
school vending
machines and at
the same cafeteria
line as mandated
school lunch
foods, which were
subject to certain
nutritional stan-
dards.  At some
points senators for

certain states and mayors
for certain cities were con-
sidering to pass bills for
schools putting in more ef-
fort to change what the
kids eat and how much
given.
     The recommendations
of the institute’s panel of
experts, which represent
an effort to reduce child-
hood obesity, relied on the
2005 Dietary Guidelines in
determining which foods
would be acceptable.  The
panel also proposed re-
stricting portion sizes to a
smaller amount. 
     Most restrictions on
children’s access to non-

nutritious foods in schools
are now voluntary.  This is
a system that industry
groups like the Grocery
Manufacturers Association
and the American Bever-
age Association say works
very well. Both groups said
the panel’s recommended
portion sizes were too
small.  The American Bev-
erage Association, in an
agreement with the Ameri-
can Heart Association and
the Clinton Foundation, is
removing full-calorie soft
drinks from all public
schools and limiting the
quantities of other bever-
ages depending on the ages
of the students.
     What food people con-
sume when they are in their
teenage years should be left
up to their parents, their
doctor and themselves.
Why should government
assume another parental re-
sponsibility to teach chil-
dren good nutrition?  It’s a
personal choice to be
healthy or not.  You can’t
make a person eat healthy
if they really don’t want to
do so.  All you can do is
offer them some options or
advice to being or becom-
ing healthy.

be a place where children
have fun while learning so-
cial skills and how to get
along with other children?
Learning how to communi-
cate and get along with oth-
ers is the cornerstone of edu-
cation and is essential for
their educational growth.
Those who think otherwise
are just kidding themselves.
     Play is the most impor-
tant part of a
kindergartener’s day.  They
learn to share, cooperation,
working in a group, interact-
ing with others, and self-dis-
cipline.  Without learning
these skills they will most
likely have a difficult time
with academic subjects as
they move through the
grades.  If educators were
smart they’d realize that

structured / traditional aca-
demics should not be intro-
duced until first grade.
     How many of us have
sat in a classroom and
watch one of our peers ei-
ther act out or are so with-
drawn that they’re hardly
noticeable?  Studies have
shown that can be directly
related to the first five
years of their life.  They’ve
never learned social skills
and have n’t been taught
the correct way to interact
with others.
     This may not bode well
when they have to find a
job and earn a living.  Work
requires that you have to
able to socialize and work
well with others.  No social
skills?  Hard times are
coming your way.

     Many parents think the
best way to prepare their
children is by starting their
learning as early as pos-
sible.  They think this will
create a life-long advan-
tage.  It might for a while,
but studies have shown no
significant difference be-
tween children who start
learning at age four or age
five.  Most studies say a
student who is on track
with their social growth
learns better over the long-
range.
     The one thing that con-
cerns many early child-
hood educators and re-
searchers is the stress
placed upon these earlier
learners, and how it burns
them out by the time they
hit junior high age.  Sadly

many of these students do
on a slow decline, with
some even dropping out
because they no longer en-
joy the experience of
school.
     “All work and no play
makes Jack a dull boy!”
Educators and parents
should take heed of this old
saying when it comes to
their kindergartener.  There
is a lot of value in just let-
ting kids play.
     Four, five, six-year-olds
should not be loaded down
with homework.  They
should be outside playing
and having fun in the sun.
They’re just
kindergarteners!  So please
realize that playing is actu-
ally teaching your kids
some social skills.
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     How often do you go to
the store and in the aisle
you see a woman and her
child.  The child is scream-
ing and crying because they
want something they can’t
have.  You think to your-
self, “I wish she would do
something with her baby!” 
Some people believe in
spanking their children and
others use punishment as
an alternate option.  But is
there a difference in the
future behaviors of people
that were spanked versus
those that were not?
     Some people are not
spanked as children be-
cause their parents were
not spanked as children.
Their parents feel that since
they were not spanked as
children and they turned
out perfectly fine, what is
the purpose of spanking
your children?  They be-
lieve that if you spank your
child the child doesn’t

     Clifford Joseph Harris,
better known as T.I., was
convicted on charges of
possessing a machine gun
that he had his bodyguard
purchase for him last year.
He was originally sen-
tenced to 20 years in
prison, but because his plea

By Briana Jackson

Spanking as Discipline Impacts Social Skills Later In Life
know exactly why they are
being spanked.  They don’t
understand why they are
being punished.  They think
that if they take something
away from the child that
they really care about, they
won’t want to do it again
because they don’t want
their things to be taken
away from them.
     According to
essortment.com someone
that is spanked while at
home may think that it’s
okay to hit other kids at
school or at daycare.  Some
think that they will grow up
to be more aggressive than
those who are not spanked.
Those that are spanked will
be involved in more violent
activities.
     Some people that are
spanked may grow up to
become involved with abu-
sive relationships.  They
think that since it was okay
for their parent to hit them
they can beat on their ro-
mantic partners.  Women

and men that are in domes-
tic violence relationships
don’t try to do anything
about it because that’s what
they are used to and their
parents didn’t really ex-
plain to them why they
were spanking them.
     Those that do believe in
spanking their children feel
that no one should be able
to tell them how to raise
their child.  They think this
is the only way they can
control their kids and it
shows the child who is in
charge.  The adult feels that
if they don’t spank their
child the child won’t re-
spect them and their child
would treat them as if they
were a pushover.
     According to the
naturalchildproject.com
spanking your child can af-
fect the relationship you
have with your own child.
Spanking can result in a
good relationship bond be-
cause your child would re-
spect you, but it can also

become a bad bond be-
cause your child may fear
you.
     Ultimately whether or
not you should spank your
child depends on how your
child acts and reacts to the
spanking.  Although people
argue that spanking can
teach a child discipline, if
the child is more sensitive
then maybe it’s best for the

child not to be spanked.
Spanking a child too much
can result in a child rebel-
ling and becoming overly
aggressive and act out
when they go off to college
or move out on their own.
So parents should remem-
ber to maintain a good bal-
ance in the way they disci-
pline their kids.  The effects
could last a lifetime.

By Jazzica Norfleet

T.I. Lands in Jail...Again!  Will He Ever Learn?
agreement with prosecu-
tors his sentence was re-
duced to a year and a day.
He also had to complete
over 1000 community ser-
vice hours.
     T.I. was released March
26th of this year, but was
kept under house arrest and
will be on probation the
next three years.  But un-

fortunately T.I. violated his
probation and now he is
back in jail.
     Being on probation, he
and his wife Tameka Cottle
(Harris), better known as
Tiny, formerly a singer in
the group, “Escape,” were
pulled over by police.  They
allegedly smelled a strong
odor of marijuana coming
from their car at a stoplight.
Now prosecutors are con-
templating on if T.I. should
receive a longer sentence
for breaking his agreement
with the court.  Only time
will tell how this one may
turn out.
     Many sources claim that
this maybe the end of T.I.
and his music career.  Oth-
ers feel that he may receive
additional time in prison,
leaving his children and
wife by themselves once
again.  Not many feel that
his wife will also be con-
victed and sentenced for
this crime.  Both T.I. and
his wife posted a $10,000

bond each and were re-
leased from jail.  They are
both awaiting trial.
     The main controversy
seems to be that if T.I. was
just someone “who was in
the wrong place at the
wrong time.”  This story
was reported in the media
and some wondered if this
was a staged publicity
stunt, designed to draw at-
tention to his faltering ca-
reer.
     It was also reported that
on the night of his arrest
T.I. was on his way to a
video shoot when he no-
ticed a strange man stand-

Semester is Almost Over!

ing on top of a building.  He
had his driver pull over,
stood in the crowd with
others, and tried to con-
vince the young man not to
kill himself by jumping off
the roof.  Eventually the
young man thought about
his actions and told the
media if he were to get to
spend 20 minutes with T.I.
then he will come down.
     Again, many people
thought this event was
staged in an effort for T.I.
to try to rehabilitate his
public image.  Some said
it was just too convenient
for him to be driving down
this street at the same time
this young man was threat-
ening to end his life.
     Some say that it’s ironic
that whenever he gets him-
self in trouble he finds a
way to do “a good deed.”
There are many allegations
to the story, but no one
knows the truth except the
man himself.  That would
be one Mr. Clifford Harris.

“Hey, wake up!”  As the days dwindle down towards the end of
the first semester many students are exhausted and looking for-
ward to the Holiday break.  Exams are Dec. 17, 21 & 22 this year.
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     In high school there is a common question
posed to many teenagers.  “Who are you dat-
ing?”  It seems everyone wants to know about
everyone else when it comes to their love life.
     Dating in high school and having a boy-
friend or girlfriend may put you in a higher
social standing than if you were single.  But
when it comes down to it having a significant
other can be a distraction.
     High school is complicated enough, juggling
your studies, a part-time job, and after school
activities or athletics.  Adding a dating rela-
tionship to the mix may just be the straw that
breaks the camel’s back.
     How many times have you heard about
someone who showed up late to school or work
because they were talking to that person on the
phone?  “We had really important things to talk
about.”  Or how many times have you decided
to stay home from school or work because you
were up until the late hours of the night talking
or texting with that person.
     Like it or not a relationship makes your life
extremely complicated because now you have

     For most students at Thornridge we have
seen white polos and navy blue pants or blue
polos and navy pants for majority of our lives.
The majority of elementary and junior high
schools have implemented dress codes that re-
quire students to look alike.  Now many high
schools are beginning to require the same of
their student bodies.
     According to a survey of many school ad-
ministrators a school uniform helps prevent
gangs from forming on campus, identifies in-
truders in the school, lowers discipline prob-
lems, and helps impoverished students from be-
coming outcasts because they can’t afford the
latest styles.  But does the requiring students
to wear school uniforms violate a student’s first
amendment right?  Does it violate their right
to freedom of expression?  Or is this just an-
other attempt to say schools are actually doing
something to stem the rising tide of violence
in and around schools?
     For the past ten years the public has debated
the merits of requiring students to wear uni-
forms.  (Believe it or not there has been stu-
dents and parents who have gone to court to
fight for their right to wear Tigger socks!)
     Researchers are studying the dress code
policies of many schools across the United
States to see if they achieved any measure of
the desired results, especially in the areas of
discipline and learning.  Back in 2004 one study
stated that uniforms don’t improve school
safety, discipline or academic learning.  On the
other hand a 2005 study said that in some Ohio

High School Dating...Is It Distracting You From Life?

School Uniforms Will Not Solve the Bigger Problems
By Chantal Turner

By Alexis Johnson

schools uniforms improved the graduation and
attendance rates, but academic improvements
stayed the same.
     When it comes to gangs representing their
colors is very important.  Even though there’s
a rule saying that you can’t wear gang colors,
there have been many ways of getting around
that.  There are the colors of the shoes, belts,
tattoos, headbands, bracelets, hair, and nails to
take in consideration.  Unless there’s a rule
saying you can’t have wear specific clothing
items there’s no way of stopping the display-
ing of gang representation. If schools take a
step in this direction they are dipping their col-
lective toes into the legal issue of a student’s
right to freedom of expression.
      Would the requiring of students to wear
school uniforms stop intruders from enter
schools or help identify them?  Sorry to say
but that is absolutely absurd.  Of course an adult
who enters a school is going to look suspicious,
but any kid can go put on a white polo with
some navy pants and walk into the building.  If
it’s a recently graduated senior they can even
use their old school ID to enter the building
and never get caught by security.  It’s not like
security checks the year on your school ID
anyways.
     However the idea that uniforms encourage
discipline might actually be true.  We’ve all
experience a bit of snobbery on the part of our
peers when it comes to the way we’re dressed.
Whether we were made fun of personally or
we have witnessed a fellow student being
teased because they’re not wearing the right
type of clothing, we’ve seen it happen.  That,

no matter what the situation, is just not right
under any circumstance.
     When it comes to attendance and gradua-
tion rates, why would a required uniform make
an impact on either of these?  A student is ei-
ther going to come to school and do the work
or not come to school and not do the work…no
matter how they are dressed.  Being respon-
sible is a learned behavior and obviously some
young people have never been taught it.
     The unfortunate fact is that when
Thornridge is changed over to a freshman acad-
emy next year they’re going to be required to
wear a school-mandated uniform.  When asked
why we had to wear uniforms the student
board’s answer was, “It helps reduce the vio-
lence in school.”  The question is, “Does it
really reduce the violence?”
     Just because everyone will be wearing a
school uniform does not mean that people are
just going to suddenly be nice.  Having a school
uniform isn’t going to stop some students from
fighting.  An innocent child walking home isn’t
going to be saved from getting shot just be-
cause he’s wearing a uniform.  The shooter isn’t
going to say, “Oh, look!  That kid is wearing a
uniform.  I’m not going to shoot him.”
     Requiring uniforms won’t ensure a child’s
safety on the street or in school.  So stating it
as fact is just plain irresponsible and wrong.  If
the school board wants things to improve they
need to find other solutions that are more mean-
ingful and logical.  Only then will things begin
to improve.

to take time for that person.  And you know
what happens if you don’t pay attention or make
time for the other person when you’re in a re-
lationship or dating?  It will wreak havoc with
your life and really get you off track in the other
parts of your life.
     The worst thing about having to make time
for a relationship is when it takes away from
your academics.  How many of us have spent
hours and hours on the phone when we should
have been studying?  Then we try to cram for
that quiz or test the next morning five minutes

before class starts.
     Another thing about being in a dating rela-
tionship is that it can cause your mind to wan-
der when you’re in class.  You start drawing
things in your notebook when you should be
taking notes or paying attention to the lesson.
Everyone knows what happens when you miss
something in class and the results are never
good.
     Probably the worse thing about being in a
dating relationship is the trust issue.  How many
of us have sat at home and wondered if the
person we’re seeing is cheating on us?  How
many of us have called and called that person
only to continually get their voicemail?  Cer-
tainly sends your mind to think about all the
worst scenarios.  And of course this always
leads to some unnecessary drama that is a big
distraction.
     Some people think that it is good to date so
you know what you want for future dating. They
think that you should automatically date some-
one that you like or someone who just asks you.
But remember that you should go slowly and
make sure you can balance it with everything
else in your life.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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Beware of the Dangers of Unsafe Driving

     There are so many
things people think up
about you based on what
you wear and/or how you
look.  It’s not a good thing
or something we’re proud
of, but we all do it once in
a while.  When we look at
people we think we can tell
their age, the way they act,
if they have money, and if
you want to hang out with
them or not.  Yes, we judge
each other.  I know it
sounds shallow but we all
do it.
     Guessing someone’s age
is something everyone
does, whether you’re a
teenager, in college, or
even a grandmother.  But
guessing someone’s age is
a big deal for women for
some reason.  They get mad
if you say they are too
young or if you don’t say
their old enough.  When it
comes to age and women
you can never win.
     Boys, on the other hand,

     The majority of traffic
accidents are caused by
dangerous driving habits
acquired and practiced by
drivers.  A recently new
dangerous habit is the use
of cell phone while driving.
The most dangerous driv-
ing habit is driving after
having drink alcohol.
Other habit that for many
people is not seen as dan-
gerous is to listening to
music while driving.  No
matter what the situation
all these things can lead to
a long life behind bars or
maybe not even a life at all.
     Studies have shown that
new drives are especially
prone to have an accident
when they use a cell phone
while driving.  This is
caused because new driv-
ers have less experience in
focusing on driving during
distractions.  Also, statis-
tics show that teens who
text have many accidents.

Why Do We Judge People by Their Appearance?

By Whitney Johnson

By Tressa Winton

Since text messaging in-
volves the hands and the
eyes, it is more distracting
and dangerous than when
drivers use a cell phone
while driving only for
speaking and listening.  All
drivers, not just teens or
other new drivers, who use
a cell phone while driving
are at least four times more
likely to have an accident
than drivers who don’t use
a cell phone while driving.

     Drinking while driving
is also a major issue while
on the roads.  Research
shows that out of high
school students, 30% of
seniors reported driving af-
ter drinking or using drugs,
or riding in a car whose
driver had been drinking
heavily or using drugs, at
least once in the prior two
weeks.  Also when you
drink and drive, you are
putting yourself at risk.

Many drink
drivers are
killed because
of their poor
driving skills.
According to
the Centers for
Disease Con-
trol and Pre-
vention, car
wrecks are the
leading cause
of death for
people in
America and
40% of these

deaths are related to alco-
holic reasons.  It seems that
this is one of the popular
trends while driving.
     Speeding is the leading
cause of car accidents num-
ber of reasons.  Higher
speeds mean you have less
time to react.  For instance
if a driver is speeding and
something happens they
won’t be able to quickly re-
act because they were driv-
ing too fast.  Speeding usu-

ally involves swerving
around other cars on the
road.  Sometimes in order
to speed you have to drive
above the speed limit;
which can cause accidents.
When you are driving faster
you hit things harder.  This
means if you are involved
in an accident or you do
come into contact with
something on the road you
will be hit hard with a great
impact.
     So before you buckle
yourself into your seat
make sure you are doing
the right thing.  That means
making sure you are ready
to drive the roads.  This will
help you protect yourself
and keep others out of dan-
ger.  Why would you want
your car to get wrecked
from a collision you could
have avoided?  You could
be the one out of a thousand
people that survived an ac-
cident.  There’s no point of
driving if it’s not safe!

are just the opposite.  They
want to come off as being
older and be called “a
man.”  Sometimes they
will even try to act what
like they consider to be
mature only to realize how
foolish they look because
their actions don’t fit the
age they are trying to por-
tray.
     No matter what your
age there will always be
someone who will try to
discriminate against you
one way or another.  How-
ever it is important to know
a person’s correct age be-
cause you want to make
sure the person you’re
choosing to hang out with
is not too young or too old.
This is especially true when
considering whom to date.
     The way people act is a
major thing because it
gives people an impression
of you.  And they say you
only get one chance to
make a first impression.
     Seniors in high school

certainly judge the under-
classmen, especially fresh-
man.  If you’re running
around and having too
much fun at school you’re
a freshman (or a lame) be-
cause it’s school…you’re
not suppose to enjoy it.
     Another thing is calling
someone “stuck up” be-
cause they dress nice.  The
impression someone who
dresses nicely may give is
that they are better than
others.  We’ve all seen
those fashion-laden guys
and girls who seem to have
a different outfit every day.
Who can compete with
that?
     Lastly, some people
have to give you the once-
over, checking out your
fashion, to see if you’re
worthy to hang out with
them.  Again, it’s shallow
but there are some people
who are that superficial.
For example, you like cer-
tain brands of clothes and
you see them wearing it.

You could easily have a
conversation with them
and possibly hang out in the
future because now you
have something in com-
mon.
      Obviously judging
someone by such superfi-
cial means is not right.  No
matter how they are
dressed or whom they hang
out with the best way to
judge someone is to get to

know them.
     The next time you feel
like your judging someone
by their appearance, stop
and think, “Maybe I should
talk to them first.”  You
should try to think about
what they could’ve been
through before that very
moment.  It may change
your outlook on how
people perceive you.  Re-
member, in the end, only
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Politicians Digging Deep for Dirty Laundry
     “I’m Pat Quinn, and I approved this mes-
sage.”
     We hear political ads like this all the time,
in alternating forms, but all holding the same
message.  And this past election season was
no different.
     Our televisions, our radios, even our bill-
boards, bombarded us with these modern day
scare tactic, influencing our votes by dragging
a candidate’s name through the mud.  A smear
campaign is a strategic method that allows one
candidate to “smear” the campaign of oth-
ers.  They do this by simply putting out adver-
tisements, with no regard for the truth, that
are meant to discredit and/or bring forth doubt
in the morals or ability of their opponent.
     Does it seem vicious yet?  Yes, it certainly
is vicious.  But however vicious it is there’s a
reason smear campaigns are used in every
election cycle.  It’s because they work, espe-
cially with uninformed voters.
     According to the Associated Press website,
there are two different types of smear cam-
paigns, blanket and solitary.  Blanket cam-
paigns bring up multiple issues about a candi-
date that may or may not have any direct cor-
relation to each other.  This kind of smear cam-
paign will pull from a wide variety of issues
so that people will not only question the deci-
sion making of the person, but the person’s
ethics and/or mental stability.
     Solitary campaigns on the other hand take
a single issue and hammer it into the voters’
minds.  Things that could be brought up dur-
ing his time of smear campaign are past infi-
delity, past business deals, or being associated
with shady business partners (guilty by asso-

     There are many different terms for those
born from the 1970’s to the early 200s, such as
the Millennial Generation, Generation Y and
the trophy generation.  This generation has been
brought up believing that everyone deserves
recognition for what he or she does.  Although
this is not always a bad thing, it can be.  This
trophy generation glorifies success, causing its
members to be unprepared for life and expect-
ing a reward for everything.
     With the trophy generation, kids are receiv-
ing awards and recognition for everything, es-
pecially sports.  At the end of the season, every
child is awarded a trophy or certificate just for
participating, even if he or she never attended
a practice.  This is teaching children bad les-
sons since this is not how the real world works.
In reality, people have to work hard in order to
receive recognition.  Employees don’t receive
a bonus at the end of the year for showing up
to work every day, since that is what is expected
of them.

The Generation of “Money for Nothing;”
Overdoing Kids’ Rewards

By Mellody Strahan

By Meghan Mandel,
Senior - Lisle High School

ciation).  Blanket campaigns are the most com-
mon type of campaigns simply because the
more doubt that can be drilled into the voter’s
minds the better it will be for the candidate
slinging the mud.
     Examples of both campaigns assaulted our
senses leading up to the November 2nd elec-
tions.  In some cases they seemed to work.
Alexi Giannoulias, the democratic senate can-
didate endorsed by President Obama, failed to
secure the senate seat.  However Governor Pat
Quinn held onto his office despite negative ads
constantly run against him by opponent Bill
Brady.  Quinn had no other choice than to run
a few “muddy” ads of his own.  The results of
the election show that smear campaigns do
have a significant effect on the voter’s deci-
sions.
     The most obvious problem with smear cam-
paigns is that not only do they have the poten-
tial to permanently ruin a person’s image, but

they also give voters a one-sided view of a can-
didate.  Though many candidates do produce
their own campaign ads that try to refute their
opponent’s claims, it is clear that smear cam-
paigns present considerable disadvantage to
those candidates with a smaller voting base and
even smaller campaign war chests.
     Besides that fact, smear campaigns are also
a form of political bulling, frequently dragging
a person’s name through the dirt with regard
for the consequences.  Many times the infor-
mation presented against a candidate is filled
with half-truths or outright lies.
     It is easy to say that smear campaigns are
evil and that they are a cancerous resource in
the political world that should be done away
with.  The fact is that the public does needs to
be informed of any “wrong doings” potential
candidates are engaged in.  But these “wrong
doings” can only be taken so far.  Many smear
campaigns expose information about a
candidate’s personal life, affairs, divorce / mari-
tal woes, and questionable financial dealings.
It is these types of campaigns that are detri-
mental to both the public and the politicians,
making the intrusion of private matters such a
public display.
     Political smear campaigns are a tactic used
so frequently that it’s any wonder how people
with even a slightly regrettable past choose to
run for political office.  Smear campaigns,
while not ethical, do play an important role in
politics by informing the voters on the nega-
tive aspects candidates present before they cast
their vote.  However voters need to study the
candidates and their positions to make an in-
formed decision.  Then they can decide if the
will or will not “approve this message.”

People need to know that no matter what the
situation they should always try to do their best,
even if a trophy is not motivating them.  Also
not everyone succeeds or is a winner.  People
lose their jobs for no reason or do not get pro-
motions they deserve.
     Children need to learn that they cannot al-
ways win.  Although they should be recognized
for doing the right thing, there should be an
extent to the recognition.  Children should not
have to be bribed to play nicely with others
since they should want to do the right thing.
Now kids are expecting rewards for everything
they do since they received a trophy for simply
being on the subdivision soccer team.
     This trophy generation has an entirely new
way of thinking.  Although children need to be
rewarded for doing the right thing so they can
learn right from wrong, it can be overdone.
These children will be shocked when they en-
ter the workforce and quickly learn that they
cannot always win.

“Hey, It’s Mr. Happy!”

When it comes to politicians who
say, “Trust me!”...

the question is, “Can you?”

In an effort to give students in his U.S. History class a
realistic portrayal of working in a factory before labor
laws were introduced, instructor Rob Bell (Boss Mr.
Happy) berates Chris Cook (a lowly employee) to
“work faster! work faster!” or be fired!
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     One of the worst things
that an adult can do is talk
about how much easier
teenagers have it these
days.  I hate it when par-
ents say, “I been there and
done that.” Or, “When I
was growing up back in the
day.”
     Parents think they know
everything just because
they are older.  However
according to
parentingteens.com parents
have gotten smarter over
the past generations.  But
teenagers have different
stresses going on in their
lives today.  With so much
going on like teen preg-
nancy and gang violence
there is much more to
worry about than in the
past.  Yes, it’s a different
world.
     Of course, when the
adults were younger they
went through things that
were similar to what we go
through today.  Teenagers

     Do you think as people
we’re still segregated?  It
goes both ways.  You can
say “no,” but then again
you could say “yes.”   If
you look at how our up-
bringing of our youth today
and our youth 20 years ago,
you would say there’s a big
difference.   Also, looking
at the school setting and
how the different culture
really don’t interact during
classes, during lunch time,
and after school lets us
know that things really
didn’t change with be seg-
regated.
      Despite the fact that
America has elected its
first African-African presi-
dent, this country isn’t as
progressive as it seems.
There’s increased minority
segregation in schools, the
job situation remains bleak
for American blacks, and

By Briana Jackson

By Shanise Thornton

The Myth of “Back in the Day”

Segregation Can Be Self-Imposed If We Let It

today are a lot smarter at
dealing with different types
of pressure because they
have easier access to more
information because of
technology, especially like
the Internet.
     According to
quirks.com the percentage
of teenagers who feel that
it’s okay to smoke and
drink has fallen from 27%
to 18% since 1989.  How-
ever nowadays teenagers
have to deal with increased
bullying, teen pregnancy,
stress from teachers and
parents, peer pressure, and
especially violence like
gang shootings.
     If you pay attention, ev-
erywhere you go you see a
teenager who is pregnant.
According to the research
site TheInstitute.com close
to 2800 teens become preg-
nant each day (1996).  Sure
there have always been
young teenage girls who
have gotten pregnant while
in high school but not at the
alarming rate of the past

10-15 years, especially in
minority high school where
the rate is always higher
than those of their counter-
parts.
     Many teenagers (espe-
cially high school seniors)
are stressed because they
are focused on trying to
make sure they maintain a
high grade-point-average,
completing college appli-
cations, passing all their
classes, finding money for
college, and/or trying to
balance school and a part-
time job.
     Another things teenag-
ers have to deal with are the
temptation of using drugs
and alcohol or dealing with
gang-related violence in
their neighborhood.  Drugs
and alcohol have always
been around young people,
especially in the 1960’s and
1970’s where it was,
“Party ‘til you puke” and
“Anything goes!”
     But its gang violence
and all the tragic effects /
consequences it brings with

it that many teenagers are
dealing with nowadays.
Many young people have to
negotiate their way through
their neighborhood or live
in fear because gangs have
taken over their street.  This
is more prevalent and a
huge problem today.  Many
attribute it to the break-
down of the family unit,
both parents having to
work, and an increased di-
vorce rate.
     Most teenagers are
afraid of letting their par-
ents down by doing some-
thing wrong.  Some parents
are so hard on their sons
and daughters that it makes
some teenagers feel like
they have no freedom.  And
when they feel like they fi-
nally have the freedom to
do whatever they want,
they wind up abusing it and
lose the long sought after
privilege as soon as they get
it.
     Parents are also at odds
with their children because
they argue over things like

who their friends are, what
they are wearing, and how
they are doing in school.
This battle has raged on for
years and years.  And like
many parents say, “Just
wait until you have your
own kids.  You’ll see what I
mean.”
     Lastly, today’s teenagers
are dealing with a huge
amount of peer pressure be-
cause they want to fit in
with the right crowd.  Sure
this was the same for our
parents, but not to the ex-
tent it is today.  It seems
that too much of over lives
is based on social things.
“Are we hanging around
with the right people?”
“Are we wearing the right
clothes?”  “Do we have all
the latest stuff?”  It’s hard
work to fit in!
     So parents, please listen
when we say, “My life is
pretty hard.”  It may look
easy, but it’s not.  All we
ask is that you try under-
stand where we are coming
from?

Latinos have a college
completion rate that is
shockingly low, says a new
report by the Civil Rights
Project, which promotes
racial and ethnic equity.
      Even today, fifty years
after laws were passed to
outlaw segregation chil-
dren in school are still seg-
regated in their own way. 
Today it’s not because there

are laws saying that we
have to be segregated, it’s
something mentally that is
keeping us apart from each
other. 
     In school cafeteria’s
most black and mixed kids
today sit on one side of the
cafeteria and the white kids
sit on another side.  Even
in today’s society there are
“black neighborhoods”

and “white neigh-
borhoods.”  There
is no one saying to
stay away from
each other, it’s just
something we do
naturally. 
     In our town we
segregate each
other by having
our own “end” of
town.  The major-
ity of white people
live in the north
end, the black
people live in the
south or west end.

     In the school I go to
there is a mixture of whites,
blacks, and Mexicans that
walk through these halls
together every day as
friends and classmates. 
There are interracial rela-
tionships in this school. 
     Still, even today, some
people think in a racist way
that offends people.  75%
of the U.S. citizens are

white and only 23% are
black.  The other minorities
equal only 2%.
     When it comes to in-
comes Blacks equal only
58% of white family in-
come.  Why is this?  Is it
because blacks are not get-
ting the chances that white
people are getting for the
best jobs?  The disadvan-
tage of blacks is worse than
it has been since the mid-
1970s.
     The truth is that we still
segregate ourselves from
each other, even though we
don’t try to do so.  Every-
one may not like the same
things, but it would really
change things if you hung
out with a different person
of your race, nationality, or
religion.  You never know
what a person is like until
you really know that person
for themselves.  Try it, you
just may make a new
friend.
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     The question many
people would like an-
swered is, “Why do teenag-
ers want to grow up so
fast?”  It’s one thing maybe
to be ready to leave your
parent’s house and be on
your own or go to college,
but that’s one of the last
things on the minds of most
teenagers.
     They’re focused on
skipping one of the best
periods of their life, jump-
ing right into a marriage
and having babies.  They
say the reason is because
“they’re ready” or, in the
case of the young lady, they
don’t want to lose their guy
to another girl (even when
the female is pregnant).
     The main problem is
that either the young man
or young lady or both never
really consider the realities
of being married and all the

     As we get older the need
to have money gets bigger
and bigger.  You mother
doesn’t want to give you
any money because you
didn’t do your chores.  I
don’t blame you either.  I
mean, who DOES want to
do chores.  Then she says
those words all parents say,
“Why don’t you go and get
a job?”
     Seeing as though you’re
only a newly turned 16-
year-old getting a job isn’t
as easy as being 18-or-
older.  And even if you
want something as simple
as working at a fast-food
restaurant it is so hard to
find one because there are
so many people out of
work.  Adults, many with
college degrees, are now
doing the jobs that high
school kids used to do be-
cause they can’t find a
“real job” in their field.
     Most teenagers try to
avoid any job that involves
any type of physical work,
one of the main reasons
that they can’t find a job.

By Jazzica Norfleet

By Chantal Turner

Why Do Teenagers Want to Grow Up So Fast?

“I’d Be More Responsible If I Could Get A Job”

sacrifices / compromises
that go with it.
A lot of problems and is-
sues are a part of all mar-
riages.  There is a reason
that the divorce rate is
about 55% these days.
     There are many reasons
that push a teenage couple
towards wanting to get
married.  One of the most
basic factors in deciding to
get married is that it is be-
cause you actually want to
get married and not be-

cause you feel you have to
do so.
     Some teenagers want to
get married because they
feel that it will give them
more control over their
partner or quash a lot of the
jealousy issues.  Marriage
is a partnership.  It’s not
about control.
     Marriage doesn’t usu-
ally change a person’s ac-
tions or make them “act
different.”  If your partner
is a flirt or a partier now,

they will most likely still be
a flirt or a partier after mar-
riage. You should consider
working on a lifestyle and
behavior differences before
entering into a marriage.
     Teens with high self-es-
teem and relationships with
strong trust will encounter
less jealousy as well as be
better equipped to handle it
when it rears its ugly head.
You shouldn’t be depen-
dent on your partner for
happiness, money, or your
own self-esteem. Both of
you should still be indepen-
dent person with a little bit
of a life outside of each
other.  It can give you
needed time apart and
more to talk about when
you are together.
     Teenagers think mar-
riage may help them get
away from their parents
and their restrictive rules.
But that couldn’t be farther

from the truth.  It’s really
not going to solve anything,
especially after a few
months when you realize
that being married is defi-
nitely not about freedom.
     You have a lot of re-
sponsibility and a major
commitment / obligation to
another person.  If you ar-
gue you can’t just stomp off
to your room and close the
door.  Instead of just talk-
ing about how much fun it
will be to live together, talk
about the aspects of your
daily life that won’t be so
much fun and how you will
deal with it.
     More than 60% of teen-
age marriages fail within
five years.  If you are truly
in love, that love will still
be there, waiting when you
are ready and mature
enough to deal with the
problems and issues of
marriage.

Too many teenagers want
to get paid for doing noth-
ing (or as little as possible).
It’s in their nature.  Sorry
to say but the only thing
you get for nothing is noth-
ing.
     Sure there are regular
job openings at
McDonald’s, Wendy’s, and
Kentucky Fried Chicken,
but in order to work there
you have to be willing to
actually work.  You can’t
go into McDonald’s, or any
other workplace for that
matter, and just expect to
automatically get a job.
Those days are long gone.
     One of the main prob-
lems teenagers face when
applying for a job is how
they present themselves.
You only get a chance to
make a first impression
once.  Too many teenagers
dress inappropriately,
showing up in raggedy
clothes, pants sagging too
low, or clothes too tight that
show skin.  Worse yet is
when they fill out an appli-
cation with incomplete in-
formation or misspelled
words.  Those applications

are usually immediately
filed in the gray circular file
cabinet (the garbage can)
and you’re told, “Don’t call
us, we’ll call you.”
     The key to getting and
holding a job is to make a
good presentation, be po-
lite and respectful during
the interview, and have the
right skills to actually do
the job.  Don’t try to lie
your way through an inter-
view because when it
comes time to actually do
the job you’ll have to show
that you actually know how
to do it.  Your boss will
know immediately if you
can’t do the job and lied to
get it.  Once you get that
reputation it’ll stick with
you because the next call

will call the last one for a
reference.
     The main problem that
causes teens to be unem-
ployed is the lack of jobs
available for them.  There
are so little jobs actually
available to the young teen
that you can never find one.
As stated earlier,
McDonald’s hires fre-
quently, but it only hires
people of certain ages.
These places of employ-
ment count on constant
turnover (most teenagers
work about three-to-six
months at these types of
places).
     Of course, there are
many websites that help
teenagers find jobs like
snagajob.com and

quintcareers.com.  But do
they really tell you any-
thing.  Sure there’s a Foot-
locker a mile-and-a-half
away from my house that
needs a sales manager, but
I can’t work there because
it’s for 18-year-olds-and-
up.  If people would lower
their preferred age for their
employees to age 16 then
there would be more jobs
available teenagers.
     Many years ago District
205 had work programs for
students.  There used to be
Diversified Occupations,
H.E.R.O, Business Profes-
sionals of America, and
Distributive Education.
Maybe they should con-
sider bringing these pro-
grams back, especially in
these tough economic
times.  Doesn’t it make
more sense to employ your
students that to send them
out into the community to
look for work?  Hiring your
own students certainly
makes a statement to the
community that your stu-
dents are ready and willing
to work.  Gotta go...have
applications to fill out.
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By Whitney Johnson

Go Ahead TR...Share Your Advice With the World

     Opinions, opinions, opinions.  Everyone has them and everybody is always quick to share them…even when you don’t want to hear them.  But
what if you were given the opportunity to share a few words of wisdom with the world.  After all, Shakespeare said, “All the world’s a stage…”
So what one piece of advice would you give the world…to make an impact…to change the status quo?

Alicia Rahmann (Sr.):  “I would advise everyone to just live their life.  Don’t regret anything.”
Ebony Green (Sr.):  “I would tell people to just keep your head up and stay strong because the economy is getting bad.”
Reaia Cotton (Sr.):  “I would tell the world to be yourself.  There’s nothing worse than trying to mimic others.”
Larel Hopkins (Sr.):  “Love one another as you would want someone to love you.”
Jelisa Johnson (Sr.):  “Stop judging people.  It’s a poor reflection on society when no one takes the time to get to know a person any more.”
Chris Mobley (Sr.):  “I would tell people to mind their own business and be honest with people.  These are things that matter most.”
Tia Westbrook (Sr.):  “I would say stop being so petty.  And stop not liking people for no reason at all.”
Peter Jennings (Sr.):  “I would tell everyone to stay in school and get their grades up so that they can get into a good college.”
Tabitha Glover (Sr.):  “I would tell everyone in the world to be themselves and stop trying to be like others.”
Dana Warden (Sr.):  “Just stay on top of your game because nothing in life is free.”
Sharie Crockett (Sr.):  “I would hope for everyone to not be so judgmental when you don’t even know someone’s story.”
Ashleigh Tolbert (Sr.)  “I would tell people never judge a book by its cover.”
D’Andre Henderson (Sr.):  “My advice would be to stoop the violence and come to peace.”
Aaron Washington (Sr.):  “I would tell people to clean up their act and stop the violence.”
Lorraine Leftwich (Sr.):  “To treat other people the way you would want to be treated.”
Stacey Hampton (Sr.):  “I would tell people to help one another instead of killing everybody.”
Michael Woodard Jr. (Sr.):  “I would tell the world to stop killing each other.  Too many young people are losing their lives for no reason at all.”
Dominick Dixon (Sr.):  “Recycle...Recycle...Recycle!”
Terry Washington (So.):  “Stop all the violence and learn to get along.”
Shaurice Sallis (Sr.):  “I would tell the world to cherish life and live everyday to the fullest.”
Bianca Woodson (So.):  “Be yourself and try everyday to put a smile on someone else’s face.”
Kimberly Willard (So.):  “Stop the violence!  People die everyday over stupid things and most likely they have been shot for no reason.”
Taylor Smith (Jr.):  “Stay humble in evereything you do, be happy you made it another day, and never give up on the things you always wanted.
Lous Burrel (Sr.):  “Spend your money wisely.”
Franshawn Attaway (Jr.):  “Always be yourself because people will like you for being you and not acting like others.  Cherish want you get.”
Ranita Anderson (Sr.):  “Go green because this world is getting worse and worse.”

Do Curfews Keep Teenagers Out of Trouble?
By Pierre Bradley

     In the past year there has been a spike in violence among young people, especially those in the city and during the night time hours.  Many
communities have responded by strictly enforcing their curfew laws, going so far as to fine parents when their children are found out past the
designated time.  But many feel that curfews do little to stop the crime and violence that happens late at night.  They feel that lack of parental
supervision is the main reason this scourge plaguing our communities.  So we ask, “Do curfews really keep teenagers out of trouble?”

Brianna Kimble (So.):  “No, I don’t think curfew will get teens out of trouble because a lot of teenagers get into trouble before their curfew when
they should be in the house.”
Henry Hayes (Sr.):  “Yes, I think curfew will keep teens out of trouble because crime mostly happens at night.  It will also keep the crime rate
down.”
Resa Toy (Jr.):  “No, I don’t think having a curfew will keep teenagers out of trouble. Teenagers will always find something to do either during
curfew or not.  It really depends on who your child is hanging with.”
Tyree Byrd (So.):  “Yes, I do think it keeps teens out of trouble because it keeps us out of trouble while being in the house.”
Jandolyn Dixon (So.):  “Yes, there should be a curfew, because that might eliminate some of the people on the street late at night up to no good.
So may be if they have a curfew then it will solve the problem of late night theft and people being killed.”
Shanel Phillips (Jr.):  “No, curfews do not keep teens out of trouble because they  get into trouble any time.  They’re going to do what they want
to do anyway.”
Kiara Coles (So.):  “No, I don’t think teens would stay out of trouble if they have a curfew.  You can always get in trouble any day and anytime
or place.”
Brandi Moore (So.):  “No, because bad is bad with or without a time to go in the house.”
Maya Fuller (So.):  “I think it would help because they want be outside acting bad and doing things they shouldn’t be doing.”
Jazmine Turner (So.):  “I don’t think that kids would stay out of trouble if a curfew was set because teenagers are going to find some way to
disobey the rules and do what they want!”
Melanie Jamerson (Sr.):  “Yes I think it’s an amazing thing and it is very important to have them.”

Happy Holidays from the Staff of the Bagpipe!
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Don’t Miss Out on The Right to Be Yourself

What’s the Worst Christmas Gift You Ever Got?
By Shanise Thornton

     It’s December 25th and sugarplums have been dancing in your head all night.  You can barely get to sleep because you know that Santa is on
his way.  “He’s coming!  He’s coming!”  When you were a kid it was all could think about starting the day after Thanksgiving.  You’d leave little
hints around the house about what you really wanted for Christmas, hoping your parents would dig down deep and splurge.  “Hey!  I’ve been
pretty good this year.  I deserved it!”
     Of course when Christmas finally arrives you sprint downstairs, dive into the pile of presents Santa left under the tree, scour the boxes for one
with your name on it, and tear it open.  In a split second your euphoria turns to disbelief.  “Socks and underwear?  Socks and underwear!  What
the heck is this?”
     Hasn’t each and every one of us had that experience on Christmas morning?  So you screw a smile on your face and give a gracious,
“Thanks,” and move onto to other boxes.  So we ask, “What’s the worst gift you ever received for Christmas?”
 
Lydia Brown (Fr.):  “I myself have never received a bad Christmas gift, but if that did happen to me, the worst gift to receive would be a whole
lot of nothing.”
 
Demyris Binns (Fr.):  “The worst thing that I’ve ever received for Christmas was some checkered socks and a dollar and Brillo pads.”
 
Glenn Hennings (Fr.):  “The worst Christmas present was nothing, because I am grateful for what I get.”
 
Markeya Jones (Fr.):  “The worst gift I have received was some makeup, because it wasn’t the kind of makeup I like…I like that expensive
makeup real makeup.”
 
Jaleel Weatherdby (Fr.):  “The worst present I got for Christmas was when I got the same game I already had.  When that happened I had to take
it back, but I traded it for a different game.  That was probably the worst gift I ever got.”
 
Regina Haymon (Fr):  “The worst gift I ever received was when I got a cheap Barbie doll two years ago.  I’m 12 years old getting a Barbie doll.”

Christopher Richards (Fr):  “The worst thing I was given were socks and a CD player when CD players aren’t even in style anymore.”
 
Amber Thomas (Fr):  “A pair of socks and some candy.”
 
Sarabi Brack (Fr):  “The worst Christmas gift I ever got was a cat sweater with whiskers, the tail in the back of the sweater and my parents made
me wear it in the 7th grade, I was so embarrassed.”
 
LaVonte Rogers (Fr):  “The worst thing I ever got for Christmas is clothes.  I’m supposed to get a new phone, iPods, and etc.  I know it’s not
always about gifts.”
 
Carol Byas (Fr): “The worst gift was when my aunt said merry Christmas and she didn’t bring me a gift.”
 
Alexis Jackson (Fr):  “When you just get a card and don’t get any money in it.”
 
Brian Hill (Fr):   “Getting a Christmas card with nothing in it only merry Christmas.  Giving someone a gift and not getting anything in return,
but a merry Christmas.”
 
Jamia Sutton (Fr):  “The worst thing I received was a matching set of overalls like my sister.”
 
Tatyana Florence (Fr):  “The worst gift I got was either getting $400 dollars or some socks.”

Franshawn Attaway (Jr.):  “My worst gift was a 50-Cent CD because the only CD I like are the ones when he first come out like “Get Rich or Die
Tryin.”  He just got weak after that.”

Louis Burrel (Sr.):  “A Captain Underpants book.  It was the worst!”

Laci Robinson (Sr.):  “My worst gift was a set of headphones...and no CD player.  I didn’t understand that at all.”

Kim Willard (So.):  “The worst gift I got was a pair of house shoes from my grandmother.  They were so ugly that I threw them away as soon as
I looked at them.”

Bianca Woodson (So.):  “The worst gift I ever received was a digital clock that didn’t work at all.”

Dominick Dixon (Sr.):  Socks!  I can buy my own socks!  What made it bad was that the person who gave me the socks only did it because they
said I always expect “the most.”

Ranita Anderson (Sr.):  “The worst gift I ever received was some school utensils...something that I already had.”

Antoine Jones (Sr.):  “The worst gift I ever received was a can with my picture on it!.  What was up with that?!”
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Celebrating Christmas Around the World
By Whitney Johnson
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    Christmas is one of the
biggest celebrations for the
people belonging to the
Christian faith.  But it
would be wrong to assume
that it is only celebrated
among the Christians.
Christmas is celebrated in
most countries around the
world.  Caroling, feasting,
and gift giving are a few of
the traditions.  Christmas is
celebrated in high spirits in
different parts of the world.
However, no matter how it
is celebrated it all brings
forth the joyful meaning of
this holiday.
     Christmas in Australia
is very different.  The ma-
jor difference is the
weather.  Snow has rarely
ever fallen on December
25th.  Instead, they experi-
ence storms, floods, and
hailstorms.  During Christ-
mas season students are

     As the holiday season comes closer the thoughts of gifts comes up.  For some, it is easy to think of a gift to give.  For others, well, let’s just say
it’s not so easy.  To make things easier here are a few ideas for Christmas presents:
For the Ladies:
     1.  Money: Money is number one because it’s the easiest gift to gift.  It’s also way of saving yourself the embarrassment of buying something
the person has or doesn’t want.
     2.  IPod/MP3 player: At this age, music is our life.  Having an IPod/MP3 player would be so much easier than carrying around an outdated CD
player I mean what is this? 2003?
     3. Jewelry: Everyone should know by now that majority of girls love jewelry.  Earrings, rings, bracelets, and necklaces are a girls’ best friend.
This type of present will always make a girl happy...unless it’s the type from the dollar store then you might want to run afterwards.
     4.  Lip Gloss: Girls love to stay glossy…what more can I say?
     5.  Scented Lotion/Perfume: (No, it’s not because they’re ashy or because they stink, it’s because they should want to smell good.)  Lotion and
perfume, from Bath and Body Works in particular, are great presents because not only do they help you smell good, they don’t cost that much
either.
     6.  Acrylic Nails: Yes, it might sound silly, but when you think about it a lot of girls use them. Why not get something you know she actually
uses a lot?
     7.  Nail Polish - If you have nails you have to have the nail polish to go with it right? The best place to get it would be at a Beauty Supply.
     8.  Digital Camera: There are a lot of memories to be taken this year.  What’s a better way to remember them by then having your own personal
camera?
     9.  Purse: You have to have somewhere to put stuff right?

10. Boots: Christmas = snow. Snow = no flats. No flats = new boots. New boots = new Christmas presents.
For the Gentlemen:
     1.  Xbox 360/Playstation 3:  When it comes to boys is the explanation really needed for this?  Boys are all about their games- ‘nuff said
     2.  Call of Duty:  Black Ops: Black Ops is the newest Call of Duty game with the best graphics and gaming experience out of the whole series.
     3.  Halo Reach:  This game is currently number two under Call of Duty: Black Ops. From what I’ve heard it’s the hardest of the Halo series but
the best one.
     4.  NBA2k11:  Basketball game + boys = Heaven
     5.  IPod/MP3 player:  At this age, music is our life.  Having an IPod/MP3 player would be so much easier than carrying around an outdated CD
player I mean what is this? 2003?
     6.  Musical Instrument:  Being a teenager you don’t really get a chance to express yourself that often.  Having a musical instrument and
knowing how to play it would help you express yourself through music
     7.  Laptop:  It’s portable; you won’t have your parents watching what sites you go on.  It’s the perfect get away.
     8.  Shoes:  It’s all about the timberlands baby.
     9.  Cologne:  A guy’s gotta do what a guy’s gotta do to smell good.
     10.  Clothes:  It’s always great to start off the New Year with a new sense of style.

usually wrapping up the
school year. That means
they’re taking their final
exams and thinking about
Christmas gifts too.
     With so many different
ethnic backgrounds, Aus-
tralia celebrates with many
different customs.  Instead
of traditional dinners, back-
yard picnics are in for
Christmas.  The people
feast on cold chicken, duck
or turkey, fruit salad, and
many other desserts.
     In France annual Christ-

mas fairs are held.  Little
toy figures called “little
saints” are sold at the fairs.
They are the focus of the
Christmas celebration.
     However the Christmas
tree is not very relevant in
France.  Instead they make
a log-shaped cake that
called the “Christmas log.” 
The cake, plus another
great abundance of food, is
served at “le revilion.”
This is a late supper held
after midnight on Christ-
mas Eve.  Instead of Santa

delivering gifts “Pere
Noel” gives gifts to all the
good children.
     In Mexico, several
weeks before Christmas
market stalls are set up in
plazas in most cities.  The-
ses stalls are full of all dif-
ferent kinds of food that
people travel to the city to
buy.  The main Christmas
celebration in Mexico is
called “las posodas,”
which re-enacts Joseph and
Mary’s search for a place
to stay in Bethlehem.  This
begins the nine days before
Christmas because origi-
nally the journey took this
long to be completed.
Friends and family travel
from house to house asking
for shelter and are refused
until they reach the house
where a native scene is set
up. Here everyone is
greatly rejoicing and a tra-
ditional prayer is spoken.
Food and drink are served

and children take turns try-
ing to break open a tradi-
tional piñata.
     So when you celebrate
your Christmas think about
other customs.  Maybe this
year you could try a new
tradition.  Get with differ-
ent people who you know
celebrate Christmas differ-
ently than you.  Maybe
you’ll enjoy it more than
your normal family tradi-
tion.
     Just remember that how
you celebrate Christmas
doesn’t change the mean-
ing.  Everyone loves this
holiday because it is a time
of the year that brings forth
laughter, cheer, and food.
The true meaning of Christ-
mas is to have a warm-
hearted holiday with
friends and family.  How-
ever you celebrate just re-
member to be thankful for
what you have in your life.
Have a great holidays TR!

Looking for the Perfect Gift?  May We Suggest...
By Chantal Turner
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Great Ideas to Ring in 2011!
By Erika Goode-Perry
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     Fireworks, sparkling ci-
der, the clock striking mid-
night, and a chance for re-
demption...  What more
could you ask for?
     Ringing in the New
Year has always been a big
extravaganza of an evening
to each and every one of us.
It also marks the time in
one’s life when we’re given
the opportunity to press the
reset button to start again.
It also gives us pause to
stop and reflect on the past
year, re-evaluating our
place in life’s spectrum.
Are we where we want to
be?
     So with 2010 quickly
drawing to a close and all
of us getting ready to flip
the page to 2011, you’re
going to need to revise your
financial acumen to align
itself with the new
economy.  That’s right,
you’re going to need some
ideas on how to ring in the
New Year.
      First and foremost you
should surround yourself
with the ones you love.  On
any given holiday most of
us prefer the company of
family and friends.  We like
to surround ourselves with
people we know we can
count on in times of
trouble.  It is best to center
yourself with individuals
who are positive and want
to have some good, clean
fun.  The last thing you
need are negative forces
dragging you down and
forcing bad karma on you.
     Now that you’ve invited
some of your best friends
to spend some time with
you and your family, you’re
going to have to figure out
what to serve your guests.
There are two very impor-
tant rules:  1) be consider-
ate of other’s likes and dis-
likes, and 2) make sure
your guests knows what
your expectations are for
the evening.  If they are to
bring something please
make sure they know this.
Nothing is more embar-
rassing when you show up
empty-handed when every-
one else has contributed

something to the evening.
     Another thing to re-
member is remind guest if
there is a budget or a limit
to what they are to provide.
So when decided on the
tenor of the evening be sure
to limit yourself between
luxury and necessity.  Make
sure you understand the fi-
nancial constraints of our
guests.  After all, a lot of
people are out of work this
year due to the bad
economy.
     When serving food you
should remember that serv-
ing a nine-course meal is a
bit over-the-top.  Unless
you’re specifically calling
this “a dinner party,” keeps
the edibles small and var-
ied.  You want to give your
guests a chance to sample
as many tasty treats as pos-
sible because not every-
body will eat everything.
“Keep your guests alive,
not filled up.”  Finger foods
such as nachos, chicken
wings, fruit shish kabobs,
and/or a platter of mini
sandwiches would be a suc-
cess.
     If you have food it
means you’ll have to serve
beverages.  It’s best to serve
non-alcoholic clear bever-
ages, especially when
guests have to drive home.
Of course, you may want to
serve guests a single glass
of champagne to ring in the
New Year.  After all, it’s not
only tradition, but it also
provides a sense of class to
the event.
     So now that you’ve set
the mood and table, you’ll
need to figure out how to

entertain every-
one until the
clock strikes
twelve.  The best
thing to do is to
ask your guests to
suggest ideas for
activities for the
evening.  Cards,
board games,
karaoke, movies
to watch, and
what types of
music to be
played should be
chosen well in
advance.  The
idea is to make

sure that evening keeps
moving and that your
guests are enjoying them-
selves.  You should also
make sure there are places
where your guests can just
sit and have great conver-
sation.  After all, some of
these people only see each
other once a year and like
to catch up without being
overwhelmed by loud mu-
sic.
     Another great idea is for
you to ask everyone to
bring photo albums.  This
gives everyone an opportu-
nity to look back at all the
good times you’ve shared
with each other.  You’ll
laugh, you’ll cry, you’ll
smile, and best of all, you’ll
look around the room and
think how much you appre-
ciate all your family and
friends.  And that’s what
this night is all
about…appreciating each
other.
     Lastly, year after year,
New Year’s resolutions are
made.  You can even make
a game out of it.  If you do
this every year you can al-
ways put them in an enve-
lope, seal it, and then open
it at next year’s get-to-
gether.  Remember, it
should be a resolution that
will make a positive impact
on your life.
     Here’s hoping some of
these suggestions make
your New Year fun and in-
teresting.  And don’t forget,
the host should have fun as
well.  So have a great New
Year and here’s hoping it’s
a memorable one.  See ev-
eryone in 2011!

Activity Calendar
JANUARY

6 – Late Start Day - Second Semester begins
8 – Thornwood Speech Trny.
10-14 – S.A.V.E. Red Ribbon Week
11 – Chess team competition
11 – Chicago Balfour at TR (lunch periods)
13 – Senior Financial Aid Night  7 p.m.
15 – WaubonsieValley Speech Trny.
17 – Dr. M.L. King Jr.’s Birthday – No School
17 – Dr. King Celebration at SSC  10 a.m.
18-21 – SAVE Red Ribbon Week
18 – Chess team competition
19 – Scholastic Bowl meet
22 – SAT Test
22 – Libertyville Speech Trny.
22 – SWSC Science competition at Joliet West
22 – SWSC Cheerleading comp. at Bradley
24 – Late Start Day
25 – Chess team competition
26 – Mathletes SWSC Conference comp.  6 p.m.
27-29 – I.M.E.A. All-State Band
28 – Grading Period Ends
29 – I.H.S.A. Cheerleading Sectionals
29 – Chess team at Thornwood
29 – Shepard Speech Trny.
29 – Market Day Pick-up  1:15 p.m.

FEBRUARY

1 – Grade Reports Due
1-10 – TR Jammers Valentine’s Day Flower Sale
1 – Chess team at Andrew
2 – Late Start Day
2 – Scholastic Bowl meet  5 p.m.
3-18 – SWSC Visual Arts Festival (viewing open)
4 – SWSC Newspaper Conference at LWW
5 – I.H.S.A. Regional Speech Trny.
5 – ICCA Chess at LWC
5 – ACT Test
7-10 – SCOT Valentine’s “Crush Sale”
8-25 – SAVE Apparel Sale
8 – Chicago Balfour at TR (lunch periods)
10 – SWSC Band Festival at Lockport / Andrew
10 – Parent Teacher Conferences  5 – 8 p.m.
11 – Parent Teacher Conferences  8 – 11 a.m.
11 – SWSC Art Festival
         (at Robert Morris College – Chicago) 9 a.m.
11-12 – I.H.S.A. State Chess Trny.
12 – I.H.S.A. Sectional Speech Trny.
12 – SAVE Valentine’s “Red & White” Dance
14 – Mathletes & Art Club
        Senior Class T-Shirt Sale (until March 11th)
16 – Late Start Day
16 – Scholastic Bowl meet  5 p.m.
17 – SCOT “Taste of TR”
18 – Grading Period Ends
18 – Visual Arts Festival at SSC
18-19 – I.H.S.A. State Speech Trny. at Peoria
21 – President’s Day – No School
23 – Scholastic Bowl meet
23 – Interim Grade Reports Due
24 – Black History Program
26 – Market Day Pick-up  1:15 p.m.
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By Briana Jackson

“Seniors...Are You Ready?  The Clock is Tick, Tick, Ticking!”

feature

     Being a senior in high
school is work…A lot of
work.  There are so many
things that need to be done,
especially when you’re try-
ing to balance finishing out
your high school career and
working on starting your
college career.  But one
thing is for sure.
Please…please…please…Don’t
wait until the last minute to
get moving on all of these
things.
     Sadly many seniors
have no idea what they
should be doing to get both
things in order.  Sure it may
seem confusing and over-
whelming, but putting it off
will not make it go away.
Before you know it you’ve
missed the deadlines and
you’re way behind every-
one else who was on top of
their game.  Now you have
to play catch up.
     First, there’s finishing
up your senior year.  Sure
we’re only half done but
you should have gotten
things together (or at least
started) over the summer.
So ask yourself these im-
portant questions:  Have
you finished your Senior
Project?  (The deadline was
November 18th.)  Have you
sent you taken and passed
the U.S. Constitution test?
The ACT test?  The PSAE
test?  Have you paid for
your graduation cap and
gown?  Have you made
sure you’re taking the right
classes in order to satisfy
the required credits for

graduation?  Have you sent
in your college applica-
tions?  Have you got every-
thing together to apply for
financial aid?  (You can
start applying on Jan. 1st.)
     If you answered “Yes”
to all these questions…
“Great!”  You’re taking
care of business.  If not, you
better get your act together
otherwise you won’t be
able to “go on the road.”
     “They should be main-
taining a good grade-point-
average,” Denise Knighten,
Career Counselor at
Thornridge, stated.  “They
should also be working
hard and keeping up with
their studies. And they
should be visiting colleges
and talking to college reps
about the application pro-
cess.”
     Although some seniors
may know what colleges
they would like to apply to
some are familiar with the
application process.  Col-
leges start making deci-
sions about next year’s
freshman class in Novem-
ber.  This allows prospec-
tive students the opportu-
nity to secure on-campus
housing.  Nothing is worse
than finding yourself in
temporary housing because
you applied late and there
was no housing left.
     “Students should also
be making sure that their
graduation requirements
are in order,” Knighten
adding, referring to the
ACT test, credit require-
ments, Senior Project, etc.
“You have to make sure

you know all the deadlines.
That’s important.”
     Knighten said that one
of the things many seniors
overlook or fail to consider
is writing essays and hav-
ing them proofread by an
English instructor.  They
also should have adults
(teachers) lined up who are
willing to write them letters
of recommendations.
     “What one of your
teachers writes about you
may be a determining fac-
tor in your admission if
you’re a borderline case,”
she explained.
     Knighten stressed the
importance of making sure
all your financial aid paper-
work is in order so that you
can file it as early as pos-
sible.  Seniors should file
the FAFSA right after Janu-
ary 1st because much of the
financial aid is first-come,
first-served, and/or based
on already being accepted
to a college.
     “Another thing many
seniors fail to do is visit

colleges, even if you’re not
going to attend the one you
visit,” Knighten explained,
inferring that having a
school to compare to your
choice will help you make
your decision.  “Make sure
you ask questions when
you visit and make sure you
notify the schools that you
didn’t select that you are
not planning to attend their
school any more so that
they can clear the spot for
someone else.”
     One of the things that
seniors fail to take into ac-
count is how they present
themselves through the pa-
perwork they submit.  It’s
like making a first impres-
sion when you meet some-
one for the first time.
     “Seniors should first get
the application, print or
type the info required,
package all the materials,
then give everything to
your counselor with the
transcript release form,”
Knighten stated, emphasiz-
ing that it’s always better to
have someone check over
everything just in case you
overlook something.  She
advises students to apply to
colleges online because
most schools prefer that to
paper applications.
     But whom can students
look for help when getting
ready for college and
graduation?  Knighten said,
“Students may get help
from their counselors if
they need assistance.”
    She went on to add that
your parents can also help
you by visiting the colleges
with you so they can have
their questions answered as

well.  They should also be
able to help organize all the
financial papers, including
making sure they have their
tax information completed
as early as possible.  They
can also use financial aid
calculators on college
websites to determine the
money needed for college.
     One of the biggest prob-
lems is that some seniors
have no idea what the
graduation requirements
are for Thornridge.  Some
wait until the last semester
to see their counselor and/
or get serious about gradu-
ation, causing heartache
among a few that find out
it’s too late to get the re-
quired class they need to
graduate.  Don’t let that
happen to you!
     To graduate from a Dis-
trict 205 this year the re-
quirements are taking the
ACT and PSAE, taking the
constitution, passing the
Senior Project, four (4)
credits in English and
Math, three (3) credits in
Science and Social Studies,
one-half (½) credits in
Health, Speech and Eco-
nomics and five (5) credits
in elective courses.
     One last thing that se-
niors should take into con-
sideration is their class
rank.  Why is it important?
“The higher the rank the
better prepared you are for
college,” Knighten stated.
“It betters your chances for
getting scholarships and
getting into college.”
     So seniors, I have one
final question.  “Are you
ready?  I hope so ‘cause
it’s coming fast!”

Communication is the Key

Students in in-
structor Yvonne
Nesbitt’s Speech
I class proudly
display their
projects dealing
with interper-
sonal and intra-
personal com-
m u n i c a t i o n .
Nice job!
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Depressed?  No Shame in Seeking Help

feature

By Jazzica Norfleet

     Your teenage years are the most vulnerable period of your life.  There are so many
changes that sometimes your body and your mind can’t keep up with them.  One of
the biggest changes that may occur is the onslaught of depression, in particular the
on-going transitional phase from childhood to adulthood.  This is the phase of turmoil
when an adolescent has to address physical, emotional and social changes that cause
anxiety as a reaction to stressors.
     Mood swings are also a part of a teenager’s life and may affect their daily routines.
Optimal worries help teenagers to positively cope up with the changeover their life.
But should becoming panic-stricken be considered abnormal?
     Parents who fail to communicate to their teenage son or daughter in this crucial
period tend to alienate their children because they are afraid of expressing their fears
to them.  These young people would rather suffer in silence than face the embarrass-
ment of being labeled “strange” or “mentally ill.”  This causes them to grow up
surround by the black cloud of depression.
     Parents who consistently invest time, energy and money in their children see a
healthier adolescent development in them.  They are the adults who are helping their
teenager shape their future as well as helping them quickly get over the worries of
teenage life.
     Some teenagers get locked into a rigid schedule that pressures them to try to achieve
perfection in all aspects of their life, from school to social to personal life.  Throw in
to the pressures of an over-bearing adult with unrealistic expectations and you have a
deadly mixture to create an under-performing, low self-esteem, and disrespectful young
person that has a hard time dealing with the pressures of everyday life.
     Teenagers should be encouraged to learn as many skills that interest and motivate
them.  They should be reassured that it’s perfectly normal to fall short while learning
and that some things take time and practice to master.
     Parents should learn to communicate with their children concerning issues like
peer pressure, selecting a career, making friends, choices of smoking, drug use, and
sex with well-defined boundaries that would help them grow into their youth.
     Young adults who display symptoms of shyness and / withdraw are considered to
be signs of depression.  The difficult children who cause trouble at home and school
could also be depressed because their behavior would be a reaction to stress.
     Many of them would express uncontrollable anger and hatred towards the family.
They may feel like no one understands or cares for them.  Depressed teen’s also
express self-destructive behaviors and speak about death and suicide.
     Parents should discuss with their teens their emotion state from time to time.
Unhealthy relationships at home and outside or loss of close person can further trig-
ger adolescent depression.  Parents should also not comment negatively.  They should
avoid being sarcastic and critical because this may be perceived as rejection.  Teenag-
ers and adults should be aware of the teenager’s surroundings and how they are feel-
ing.
     Remember that when it comes to depression it’s better to err on the side of caution
than wish you might have been able to do something after the fact..

     Many people in the fashion business revert back to old fashion trends, but put a
new spin to it.  Then a new trend is introduced to the new masses.  In actuality they are
old but being sold like it’s new.  Clothes like leggings, fall-off-the-shoulder shirt,
suspenders, and zebra print things have made a comeback.
     It’s been done before and it is most likely to repeat itself over and over again.  Even
when it comes to music the trend continues.  It is common to go back to old beats and
old sounds from yesteryear.  But no matter what new style comes our way shoppers
will line up to buy it because to many young people it’ll seem brand new.  And the
older generation will remember the style with fondness from “the old days.”  Even
though we know in a few weeks or months that it’ll be out of style.  People could just
go to their grandparents’ or parents’ closet and find their old clothes and wear them.
    So instead of throwing or giving away the clothes that go out of style we should
keep them in the back of the closet because it is most likely to come back in style.  It’ll
certainly be more cost effective in the long run.  You could even adapt the old stuff to
your own personal style, making your own fashion statement.  Then you can have
your one-of-a-kind outfit.  Yes it’s cheap, but it is fashionable.
     Fashion trends tend to go in and out quickly.  So it’s no wonder why it can repeat
itself.  Now let us all go through our closets and find old clothes because there
could be a old fashion trend that is coming back.

Horoscopes

Aries:  You sail along on calm seas until December.  Your
friends support your facts and validate your decisions.  You
feel extra lucky this month.  But don’t get overconfident be-
cause it could backfire on you.

Taurus:  What you say in the next few weeks will have a
lasting impact on a romantic relationship.  Choose words
carefully and tell you truth with all your heart.  Someone
reveals their true feelings to you with great surprise.

Gemini:  Friends and family offer imaginative possibilities.
Use the opportunity to express your own ideas, and then al-
low for practicality and harmony.  The future is looking ex-
tremely good at this point.

Cancer:  Conditions and opportunities weave together a pat-
tern for success.  All you have to do is accept the greater
good.  Plan ahead and make sure all your ducks are in a row.
Money problems may happen if you don’t pay attention to
your finances.

Leo:  The final touch completes your work with time to spare.
Take advantage of private conversations to make sure you’ve
handled every side of the assignment.  Working in a group
has its advantages, but make sure it’s divided evenly or you
will regret it.

Virgo:  Something you’ve been mulling over comes into fo-
cus.  It’s time to write your ideas down and share them with
others in your field.  It may not pay off immediately, but
have patience.  The words “delayed gratification” will enter
your vocabulary.

Libra:  If you immerse yourself in a social activity, the group
leaves you comfortable and profoundly optimistic about the
future.  Now is the time to be social and networking will pay
dividends.

Scorpio:  You feel blessed by the feelings you share with
others.  Your concern for them inspires you to provide ev-
erything they need for a wonderful experience.  People will
realize what a sincere and caring person you really are and
will value your friendship.

Sagittarius:  All your peers put their heads together to make
this month one for the storybooks.  No records are set, but
everyone’s a winner by day’s end.  Seek advice from your
elders and make your own decisions.  You have to live your
own life.

Capricorn:  What you say is what you get at school.  Fortu-
nately, you get tons of love and support.  Tie up the project
with a pretty bow, especially if you’re a senior this year.  Look
ahead, but not too far.  You have to take care of business
first.

Aquarius:  Your two closest friends weave magic as you
find interesting solutions for unique problems.  Who knew
you could do that with the software?  Technology can be an
asset or it could be your worst nightmare.  Be weary of it.

Pisces:  An older person may feel you have ignored essential
details.  Reveal your strategy and demonstrate how the pieces
fit together.  What you put off today may come back to haunt
you later this year.  Think hard about what you really want
out of life.

What’s Old is New & What’s New is Old!
By Alexis Johnson
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By Pierre Bradley

Cellphones:  More Dangerous Than You Think
     In the past couple of
year the debate has raged
on about just how danger-
ous cellphones.  Whether
it’s your health, driving
habits, or lack of social
skills, cellphones have
great impacted our day-to-
day lives.  But have these
changes been for better or
worse?
     Some medical person-
nel and researchers claim
that cellphones are more
likely to cause cancer than
smoking.  That claim may
sound crazy but they make
these statements based on
their research…or so they
say.  Are they true or false?
     There are many differ-
ent reasons why cellphones
may be dangerous.  They
emit microwaves and pro-
duce a low-grade heat.  You
hold the source of emission
close to your brain that
could cause brain damage.
     They say their studies

     When it comes to buy-
ing a new cellphone the
choices can send your mind
spinning around and
around.  So many to choose
from…So many options to
add…So many, well, ev-
erything.  There are many
debates over which
cellphone carriers have the
best plans.  Among the
most talked about cell
phone companies there are
AT&T, Verizon Wireless,
and Cricket.  But which
carriers really have the best
plans?
     Many would argue that
AT&T has the best plans
because they not only have
good-looking phones but
their calls are rarely
dropped.  Good service at
a good price.
     AT&T has the widest
variety of different plans
for different prices than any
other cellphone company.

By Briana Jackson

have shown that people
who extensively use
cellphones most likely will
develop some type of can-
cerous tumor.  Some even
claim that the tumor is usu-
ally the exact size and
shape of the antenna on
your phone.
     When cellphones came
onto the market about 25
years ago there was noth-
ing like it.  It offered con-
venience and the ability to
make or take a call wher-
ever and whenever.  No-
body was concerned, or for
that matter, even thought
about the possible dangers
involved in this new tech-
nology.  By the way your
cordless telephone at home
may pose the same dan-
gers.  The jury is still out
on this one.
     You’ve heard the phrase
that “drinking and driving
don’t mix.”  Well, that has
been updated to include
talking and texting on the
phone, known as “dis-

tracted driving.”  Using a
cellphone while driving,
even with a hands-free de-
vice, is unsafe and can in-
crease the risk of being in-
volved (in particular caus-
ing) an accident.  The Na-
tional Highway Traffic
Safety Administration
(NHTSA) estimates that
driving distractions, includ-
ing the use of cellphones,
contribute to 25% of all
traffic crashes.
     Many activities that dis-
tract drivers are much more
dangerous than talking on
a cellphone. Research
shows that cellphone use is
a factor in less than 1% of
accidents and that adjusting
the radio or CD player,
talking with passengers, or
eating, and drinking while
driving, is more respon-
sible for accidents than
cellphones.
     Cell phones are really
more dangerous than ciga-
rettes because it is esti-
mated that that are one bil-

lion smokers in the world
compared with three bil-
lion cellphone users.  That
means a lot of people are
at risk.
     Researchers and scien-
tists suggest that to cut the
risk of getting some form
of cancer people should use
the speaker on their phones
so it is not pushed directly
up against your face.  They
state that radio waves cause
interference in your brain
patterns and over a long
period of usage it can cause
permanent brain damage.
They also say that those age
18-and-under, who use the
phone an average of two-
plus hours a day, are at the
greatest risk because their
bodies are still developing.
     Opponents feel that
these claims are erroneous
and that the research is
flawed.  They say
cellphones use radio waves
that have frequencies that
are too low to cause any
significant damage to your

body, especially your brain.
According to some studies
the use of a cellphone can
slightly decrease the risk of
developing the brain tu-
mors glioma and menin-
gioma.
     In addition, they state
that it is safe for those with
a pacemaker to use a cell
phone. According to the
American Heart Associa-
tion, the radio frequency
emissions of cellphones
available in the United
States do not affect pace-
maker functioning during
normal use.
     So whether you believe
that cellphones are harmful
or not, you should try to
minimize the chances for it
happening.  Make sure you
read the manual that comes
with the cellphone.  But
more importantly, keep up
with the medical reports
that study this issue.  That
way you will always be
able to make an informed
decision

“Calls Being Dropped?”
Who Has the Best Plans?

But what exactly makes
AT&T unique?  AT&T has
rollover minutes, unlimited
mobile-to-mobile calling,
and online-only deals that
no other carrier provides its
customers.
     Verizon Wireless is very
similar to most of the rival
companies.  While AT&T
has phones that look good
and have good plans,
Verizon offers solid indi-
vidual and family plans.
The company also has good
reception so that you can
always talk to your family
and friends.  Verizon also
allows you the ability to
download music off your
computer directly to your
phone.  Anybody who has
Verizon will tell you that
it’s a good product that
never loses service.  How
many companies can make
that boast?
     Although some people
are embarrassed to say they
have a Cricket cellphone.
The newest carrier on the

market it has become one
of the most talked about
companies when it comes
to cellphones.  A few of the
advantages of owning a
Cricket cellphone is that
your bill will only be about
$30.00-a-month, possibly
the lowest among all com-
panies.
     Another thing about
Cricket is that you have
great and reasonable plans,
especially if you’re on a
budget.  People who have
Cricket phones report hav-
ing good coverage and
good insurance.
     So which one really has
the best plans?  Whichever
one fits your needs and
your budget.  But keep in
mind that whichever com-
pany you choose, whether
it’s AT&T, Verizon Wire-
less, Cricket or even U.S.
Cellular, make sure it fits
in your budget.  In short, do
the research before you put
your name on the dotted
line.

“Thinking It Over”

Carrying a heavy load by wearing an empathy belly Andrea
Magee, sophomore, experiences what it’s like to be pregnant.
The exercise is part of the Early Child Care program that will
hopefully make students “think it over” before having to re-
gret having a baby before they’re ready.
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The Secret Life of the American Teenager
By Mellody Strahan

     It’s an almost accepted occurrence as many children grow older and become teenagers, the relationship they share with their parents takes a
strained turn.  As children transition to adolescence, they go through an important change.  Beginning the track to adulthood, teenagers go a
process where they being to find themselves called identify vs. role confusion.
     From a psychological aspect, this process is imperative to the development of the person.  Failure to complete adolescent can have detrimen-
tal effects later on in adult life.  According to psychology today, the rebelliousness and many times uncommunicative nature many have teens
during adolescence are a normal occurrence, they travel through the process.  Fully travel through adolescence can bring up problems later in
life.
     During this time teenagers go through a process where they are trying to discover themselves apart from their parents influence.  This might
include how they dress, the friends they make, and the music they listen to and so on.  These decisions are also many times the cause for
confrontation between parent and child.
     Parents, many times don’t realize that their children are working themselves through a very important stage in their life.  To parents, it can
seem as if their children have changed overnight.  No longer do their children seem to want to talk about their day or share any details about their
life at all.  They see the change as a phase of spite or just simple rebellion, and to a certain extent they are right, but what parents don’t understand
that this is an occurrence that their children themselves don’t know much about.
     The hormones that influx a teen as they go through puberty and into adolescence cause emotions and physical reactions that baffle teens as
much as parents.  What parents do wrong though, is take the newfound rebellion to heart and then impart even more discipline on the child that
then makes them rebel more.
     Experts from Psychology Today say that the best way to deal with teens during adolescence is not to implement harsh punishment, but taking
interest in the child’s life and trying to communicate with them on subjects that interest them and listening to their opinions.  As well as
suggesting several tips on dealing with children as they exhibit some of the less than companionable behavior during adolescence:

    1. Remember that during adolescence, communication generally decreases and a child will confide less in parents.  This is a fairly normal
process and should not be overreacted to.
     2. Listen to what is being said; that is, try to understand the teenager’s feelings and where he/she is coming from.  Rather than thinking about
arguments or retaliations, listen.
     3. Stop what you are doing and look at the teenager.  Listen when she speaks to you.
     4. Be sure most of your communication is positive, not negative.  Don’t dwell on mistakes, failures, misbehaviors, or something they forgot
to do.
     5. Talk to them about their interests (e.g., music, sports, computers, dance-team practice, cars, motorcycles). 
   6. Avoid talking too much - giving long or too-detailed explanations, repeating lectures, questioning excessively, or using other forms of
communication that will result in the teenager turning a deaf ear to you.
     7. Try to understand the teen’s feelings.  You do not have to agree or disagree with him; just make him aware that you understand how he feels.
    8. Do not overreact to what is said.  Remember, sometimes teenagers say things that are designed to get a reaction from their parents.
    9. Try to create situations in which communication can occur (driving the child to the doctor’s appointment, having the teenager help you with
household tasks).
     10. Try to avoid power struggles, confrontation, and arguing matches.

     Adolescence will continue to be a troubling time for both parents and children, but meeting on common ground and having an open mind on
both sides can make this transition to adulthood easier.

     I am pretty sure every-
one has seen a public ser-
vice announcement about
abused dogs in animal shel-
ters.  They do slow cross-
fades from one sad-eyed
animal to another as soft
sad music plays under-
neath.   The animals have
been usually been abused
or abandoned and are
meant to play on a person’s
emotion in hopes of getting
a financial contribution to
the American Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (ASPCA) organi-
zation.
     We all probably have
the same reaction to it
when we see it.  We think,

By Alexis Johnson

Pet Adoption Deserves Serious Consideration
“How sad for these poor
animals.  I can’t believe we
still live in a world that
permits this.”  But I’m sure
quite a few people just sim-
ply flip the channel with-
out a second thought, turn-
ing a blind eye to the prob-
lem.  How can someone not
be affected by these visu-
als?  Have we all become
so jaded about animal cru-
elty and abandonment?
     These animals are
thrown into shelters where
they languish until one of
two things happens – res-
cue and a new home or they
are euthanized (killed in a
human way).  But I ask is
killing another living thing
ever really considered to be
humane?

     In the United States a
dog is euthanized approxi-
mately every 9 seconds
each day.  Sure there are
times when a dog should be
“put down.”  This may be
because of an illness, old
age (quality of life), serious
injury, or has become too
dangerous to be around
people.
     For all people who are
looking for a dog you
should adopt a shelter dog
rather than spend a lot of
money for a kennel dog that
is bred to specification.
The costs are minimal and
the dog is more likely to be
in better health because of
all the medical attention
they are given while at the
shelter.  It will also save the

dog from being another sad
statistic of euthanasia.
     If you can’t adopt a dog
then you should be able to
donate a little money to
take care of those in shel-
ters.  As little as sixty cents
a day can keep 10 dogs
alive for another day.  You

can also
help out
by vol-
unteer-
ing at
the local
an imal
shelter,
even if
it’s just
walking
or play-
ing with
an ani-

mal.  Just contact your lo-
cal animal shelter to find
out you can help them.
    So we all should be
able to do something
about this tragic epi-
demic.  Now let’s get out
there and help save those
dogs.
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Poets Have A “Slammin’” Good Time!

     With more than 100 in attendance the TR Poetry Club hosted its annual Fall Poetry Slam on Nov. 22nd after school in the student cafeteria.  After
performances by all competitors Alyssa Smith took home first place honors.  Seniors Marquise Wells and Bethany Phifer finished in 2nd place and 3rd

place, respectively.
     The event has become one of the more popular happenings at TR in the past couple of years.  It certainly gives students a chance to express their
creativity and share it with others.
     “There are so many great things about the fall poetry slam,” Mary Tina Vrehas, Poetry Club Sponsor, said.  “But I think its greatest attribute is its
ability to bring so many kids of different talents and passions together.  The topics of the poems read are varied and original.  We have kids who have
written hundreds of poems and kids who are novice poets compete.  It truly is an inspirational event.”
     While it is a fun event Vrehas hopes that students take more than that away from the experience, especially since performers must use writing and
speaking skills to convey their messages.
     “I hope that students, whether they competed in the slam or just came to watch, understand that poetry knows no race, no gender, no class, no
religion – it is an art that belongs to everyone and is to be enjoyed by all of us,” she added.

Alyssa Smith, Marquise Wells & Bethany Phifer
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Lady Falcons Hope to Build
on Last Season’s Success

     It’ll be another new face behind the Falcon Varsity
Boys basketball bench this season as Scott Alderson takes
over for Keith White.  This is the third coaching change
in the past six years since Hall of Fame Coach Mike
Flaherty retired in 2005.
     Alderson takes over a squad that finished 14-16 last
year and was a chronic underachiever all last season.  The
affable coach comes over from Thornwood where he
coached the last three years.
     “Our biggest goals will be to beat district rivals
Thornwood and Thornton,” Alderson stated.  “We also
hope to advance farther into the playoffs this season,
hopefully to the sectional championship game.”
      Though lacking the size of most of the other teams
in the areas the Falcons will be depending on their speed,
good handling, and defense to keep them in games this
year.
     “We’ll have to use our strength of being very athletic
to overcome our lack of experience,” Alderson explained
about basically being a new team with a new coaching
staff that’s starting from scratch this year.  “Our greatest
challenge will be trying to make up for the short time
we’ve been together.”
     The Falcons did fairly well at the Galesburg Thanks-
giving Holiday tournament, going 2-2, and seem to be
holding their own against competition so far.  Sinclaire
Stevenson, Anthony Dunbar and Javon Kay will be pro-
viding senior leadership this year.
     Alderson said the team has been practicing extremely
hard everyday, in particular working on perfecting their
defensive schemes.  They’re going to need to be at their
best if they hope to beat SWSC favorites Thornton, An-
drew, and a surprising Thornwood.
     “I hope everyone comes out to the games and sup-
ports the team,” he added.  “I promise the games will be
filled with excitement and that we’ll be a very fun team
to watch this season.”
     The Varsity Falcons are:  Barry Howard, Lavelle But-
ler, Tracy Robinson, Gene Jackson, Kendal Irwin, Javon
Kay, Nicholas Miller-Chatman, Anthony Dunbar, Will-
iam Stephenson, Jonathan Heard, Geray Bagby, Sinclaire
Stevenson, Rashad Moore, LaChris Freeland, and Javius
Hilson.
     The Falcon coaching staff is:  Scott Alderson, Head
Varsity; Jonathan Kohn, Asst. Varsity; Brian Dilosa, Head
Sophomore; Lyndell Ingram, Frosh “A” Coach; and
Duane Hewlett, Frosh “B” Coach.

     It may be an uphill struggle again this season for the Lady Falcons Varsity basket-
ball team as they hope to put a few more W’s in the win column this year.  The team
finished a dismal 2-25 last season.
     “Last year’s team was very competitive in the conference,” Carol Friedl, Head
Sophomore Coach, stated.  “Everyone played extremely hard all season.  Last year’s
sophomore team was 10-15 so that’ll be a plus in terms of knowing how to win the
tough games.”
     The Falcons are led by:  guards Cassandra Castillo, Melissa Blanco, Bridgette
Wright, and forwards Jamie Cole and Elaine Russell.  Though lacking height the
squad is counting on its speed and defense to beat its opponents.  “We’re going to
have to be fast,” she added.
     Friedl, now in her third year coaching at TR, said practices have been good so far
this season as the team moves into a more consistent schedule after playing only a few
games in the early part of the year.
     “We’ve had the chance to have a lot of practice so that has help to work out a lot of
the problems that you may not otherwise get,” Friedl explained.  “We’re consistently
building on techniques to enhance our offense and defense.”
     The Falcons are looking to build on what the team accomplished last season even
though wins were few and far between.  They’ll have to learn fast in order to compete
in the SWSC and against powers Thornwood, Thornton, and H-F.
     “The girls will have to work together as one,” Friedl stated.  “But I think we will be
defined by how well our defense plays.”
     Even though the team was shutout at the Lincoln-Way Central Thanksgiving tour-
nament they seem to be improving, getting better with each game, almost pulling off
a come-from-behind win over Shepard.
     If there is one thing Friedl wants to remind the all Lady Falcon basketball players,
no matter what level, is that, “You must always give 150% of yourself every time you
step on the court no matter if it’s gym class, practice or a game.  That’s the only way
you’ll win games.”
     The Varsity Falcons are:  Candace Tyree, LaKeisha Sims, Rachel Johnson, Melissa
Blanco, Elaine Russell, Tremia McKinney, Faith Foulks, Bridgette Wright, Jamie Cole,
Cassandra Castillo, Danielle Buchanan, and Tress Winton.
     The Falcon Girls Basketball coaches are:  Ben McCall, Head Varsity; Jason Royal,
Asst. Varsity; Carol Friedl, Head Sophomore; and Kathy Smith, Head Freshman Coach.

     What’s in store for the Falcon wrestling team this year is anyone’s guess?  It’ll be a
clean slate for Head Coach Mike Potacki as the squad has no returning members for
the 2010-2011 season.
     “We’ll have drive, lots of enthusiasm, and a good core group of wrestlers,” Potacki
related, now in his fourth year in charge of the TR wrestling program.  “But because
we’re going to be a young team we’ll be inexperienced and lack the consistency that
most of the other teams in the conference will have.  Hopefully we’ll keep improving
as the season progresses.”
     With no wins in the SouthWest Suburban Conference last season, the Falcons will
be going up against some of the top teams in the state such as Carl Sandburg (2nd in
state last year), Lockport and Lincoln-Way East.
     The squad will be led by Thornwood transfer Joshua Hunter (171 lbs.), Rashad
Russ (170 lbs.) and Antoine Bell (160).  They’re the ones who will be providing
leadership this year, Potacki stated.
     Not only is the team new but so is the coaching staff as Anthony Chiuso and Maurice
Richardson come on board to assist Potacki this season.
     “Our main goal is to have the kids gain a love for the sport and to teach them to be
responsible young men,” Potacki explained.  “It’s going to be small steps the entire
season so we’ll just have to be patient.”
     The Falcon wrestlers are:  Travon Banks (189); Antoine Bell (160); Khiree Cross
(130); DeShawn Curry (215); Joshua Hunter (171); Antwon Mathews (Hwt.); Shaquille
McDavid (152); Xavier McDuffie (130); Milagro McGee (130); Christopher Prince
(140); Rashaud Russ (170); Quamaine Vance (152); Brandon White (215); Zonnie
Cullum, Devonte Lawrence, & Joshua Colone.

TR Matmen Starting from Scratch

Coaching Change,
New Faces Spur Many
Questions for Falcons

Seniors...Taken care of your
graduation cap & gown fee yet?

Chicago Balfour returns to TR on
Tuesday, December 14th.

$30.00 cash, money order,
check or credit card.
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Four Falcons Earn M.V.P. Honor

The TR Athletic Department has announced this year’s Fall Sports Most Valuable
Players.  They are:  Dasia McCain - Girls Cross Country, Football – Gary Ford; Vol-
leyball – Alicia Tarver; and Marquise Wells – Boys Cross Country.  Congratulations
to all!

Fall Sports Wrap-Up

Varsity Football
I.H.S.A. Playoff:
  T.F. South 35  TR 15
Season Most Valuable Player:  Gary Ford

Varsity Volleyball
I.H.S.A. Playoff:
  Marian Catholic over TR 25-17, 25-8
Season Most Valuable Player:  Alicia Tarver

Cross Country
I.H.S.A. Sectional (at Normal) (Top Finishers)
(B) Allen Rattle – 59th pl. (16.20); Marquise Wells – 81st pl.
(16:50);
(G) Dominique Lee – 137th pl. (23.12); Dasia McCain – 140th pl.
(23.18)
Season Most Valuable Players:
(B) Marquise Wells; (G) Dasia McCain

Staff Best Student in Annual V-Ball Match
     It was simply no contest again this year!
     Try as they might it was the TR faculty prevailing again in the 2nd annual Faculty-
Student Volleyball game held on October 29th.
     The high-spirited students fought tough the entire match before falling to the fac-
ulty in three straight games:  25-17, 25-17, and 25-23.
     Staff members participating in the match were:  Sarah Augustynowicz, Bill Hedden,
Suzette Shepherd, Greg Bibeau, Mia Culver, Mary-Tina Vrehas, Kelley Dixon, Pat
Lawson, Jen McCulloch, Katie Becker, Whitney Brogger, Angelica Miller-Black, and
Derek Augustynowicz.
     Announcing the game and working the scoreboard were staff members Dan Biesiada
and Sharee Onyezia.  Working security and the gate were staff members:  T.J. Shirley,
Tyran Cox-Bey, Alana Barone, Elizabeth Hommes, and Carol Friedl.  Coaching the
student team were staff members Sarah Augustynowicz and Mia Culver.
     Staff member and head cheerleading coach Erin Fort organized the event.  The
proceeds from the event will be used to support the TR athletic programs.

JANUARY

Boys Basketball
7) At Lincoln-Way North 5 p.m. / 6:30 p.m.
8) LINCOLN-WAY NORTH (F-A/B) 9 a.m.
12) STAGG (F-A/B) 4:30 p.m.
14) At Stagg 5:30 p.m. / 7 p.m.
17) At Joliet Twp. (V) 11 a.m.
21) ANDREW 4:30 p.m. / 6 p.m.
25) HOMEWOOD-FLOSSMOOR (JV) 5 p.m.
26) LINCOLN-WAY WEST (F-A/B) 4:30 p.m.
28) At Lincoln-Way West 5:30 p.m. / 7 p.m.
31) BRADLEY (F-A/B) 4:30 p.m.

Girls Basketball
6) LINCOLN-WAY NORTH 4:30 p.m. / 6 p.m.
11) STAGG (S/V) 4:30 p.m. / 6 p.m.
11) At Stagg (F) 4:30 p.m.
13) At Andrew 4:30 p.m. / 6 p.m.
18) LINCOLN-WAY WEST 4:30 p.m. / 6 p.m.
20) BRADLEY 4:30 p.m. / 6 p.m.
24) At Crete-Monee (S/V) 5 p.m. / 6:30 p.m.
25) At Thornwood 4:30 p.m. / 6 p.m.
27) THORNTON 4:30 p.m. / 6 p.m.

Wrestling
7) LINCOLN-WAY NORTH 5 p.m.
13) STAGG 5 p.m.
15) At Rich South (F) 9 a.m.
28) At Joliet Central (JV) 5 p.m.

FEBRUARY

Boys Basketball
1) At Bradley 5:30 p.m. / 7 p.m.
2) At Thornwood (F-A/B) 5:30 p.m.
4) THORNWOOD 4:30 p.m. 6 p.m.
8) At Thornton 5 p.m.
9) THORNTON (F-A/B) 4:30 p.m.
10) At Lincoln-Way North (F-A/B) 4:30 p.m. / 6 p.m.
11) LINCOLN-WAY NORTH 4:30 p.m. / 6 p.m.
18) STAGG 4:30 p.m. / 6 p.m.
19) At Stagg (JV—F-A/B) 9 a.m. / 10:30 a.m.
22) ANDREW (F-A/B) 4:30 p.m.
24) At Lincoln-Way West (F-A/B) 4:30 p.m. / 6 p.m.
25) LINCOLN-WAY WEST 4:30 p.m. / 6 p.m.

Girls Basketball
1) At Lincoln-Way North 5 p.m. / 6:30 p.m.
3) At Stagg (S/V) 4:30 p.m. / 6 p.m.
3) STAGG (F) 4:30 p.m.
8) ANDREW 4:30 p.m. / 6 p.m.
10) At Lincoln-Way West 5 p.m. / 6:30 p.m.

Boys Track
12) At Thornton 10 a.m.

Girls Track
26) At Bloom (V) 9 a.m.

Winter Sports Schedule

Falcon Sports Scoreboard
Boys Basketball

Varsity (4-3)
Galesburg Holiday Trny.
  TR 55 Collins 51
  TR 61  Urbana 48
  Moline 41  TR 28
  Galesburg 54  TR 41
TR 58  Rich Central 52
Crete 78  TR 55
TR 44  Bradley 41

Sophomore: (2-2)
Bremen Holiday Trny.
  TR 68  Bremen 48
Rich Central 53  TR 33
TR 48  Crete 45
Bradley 43  Bradley 18

Freshman “A” & “B” (3-0)
Crete Holiday Trny.

(A) TR 43  Crete 39
Bolingbrook Trny.
  TR 49  Rich East 44
  TR 40  Oak Forest 26
Rich Central
Crete
Bradley

Girls Basketball
Varsity: (0-3)
Lincoln-Way Central Holiday
Trny.
  Lincoln-Way Central  TR
  Plainfield North  TR
  Shepard  TR

Sophomore: (0-3)
Lincoln-Way Central Holiday
Trny.
  Lincoln-Way Central  TR
  Plainfield North  TR
  Joliet Central  TR

Freshman: (0-3)
Lincoln-Way Cen.HolidayTrny.
  Lincoln-Way Central  TR
  Plainfield North  TR
  Joliet Central  TR

Wrestling (0-4)
Varsity:
Andrew over TR
Lincoln-Way West over TR
Bradley over TR
Thornwood over TR
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