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The Journalism team at Thornton Township High School is extremely
excited to be back in business- virtually, of course. Although it is not the
typical start to school due to COVID and the necessary changes, we are
excited to get going! We will work diligently to deliver school news,
entertainment, and keep all of our staff members, students, and
community members about informed about what is happening in
Wildcat Country. Although we miss collaborating and working as a team
within our building, safety is our number one priority and we truly hope
that everyone is safe and well during these challenging times.
The COVID-19 pandemic is unlike anything we have seen within our
lifetime and it is our goal to stay united as a community as we battle this
virus and continue on with our high school education. Some students are
struggling with this new way of learning, while others are thriving and
adjusting to this new "normal." One thing that our student body should
remember is that we are all in this together! The Thornton Township
High School (TTHS) administrators, teachers, deans, counselors, and
support staff members are here for you and are working overtime to
serve our students. We encourage you to reach out if you are in need of
assistance or a helping hand.
There are a lot of questions about what this school year will look like
as the days go by with remote learning because we could not have
imagined that when we left school in March of 2019 we would not be
able to return to in-person learning in the fall. Despite these challenges,
one thing this pandemic has taught all of us is that Wildcats are resilient.
We are strong. We will finish this year on a strong note and we will be
tougher than ever because we learned to adapt and succeed!
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C EL EB R A T I N G H I SPA N I C
H ER I T A G E M O N T H
Written by: Tamia Bridges

Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated nationally and at
Thornton Township High School during the months of September and
October. It is a celebration in which we pay tribute to American citizens
whose ancestry can be traced back to Mexico, Spain, Central America,
South America, and the Caribbean. In Wildcat country, we typically
have door decorating contests, assemblies, and share interesting facts
and music announcements to honor this annual celebration of the
history and culture of the U.S. Latin x and Hispanic communities.
Unfortunately, we are unable to partake in these festivities due to remote
learning, however, we certainly did not forget and it still deserves
recognition.
So how did Hispanic Heritage month begin? It started out as a week-long celebration in 1968.
Years later, it expanded to a four week celebration to commemorate how the Hispanic communities have
greatly inf luenced and contributed to American society. From art to music, cooking and dancing,
politicians to actors, Hispanic Americans have made an incredible impact in America. The reason why the
celebration starts in the middle of the month instead of at the beginning of the month is because the 15th
marks the Independence Day of 5 Latin countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and
Guatemala. Mexico, Chile, and Belize follow shortly after on the 16th, 18th, and the 21st. The celebration
was also given more than a week so we could properly observe, and coordinate events to celebrate
Hispanic culture and achievements.
The beauty and strength of America is diversity, which is why we are known as ?the melting pot.?
This means that our society is made up of many different races, colors, cultures, and religions. In honor of
this celebration, we should all take a moment to acknowledge the numerous contributions that Hispanic
Americans have made to our country. Let?s dive in and take a look at some of the most influential people:
Jennifer L opez: She might have just started out as
?Jenny from the block?, but J.Lo became a very
successful woman. She was born in the Brox, New York,
and started her career on a TV show called In Living
Color. She became a superstar as she portrayed the late
singer, Selena Quintanilla- Perez (a famous Latina
singer), in the movie, Selena. As a singer, actress,
dancer, and designer, Jennifer Lopez has left her mark
on America.

(Continued on next page)

Jennifer Lopez is nicknamed J. Lo

Influential Hispanic Americans
Alexandr ia Ocasio- Cor tez: Sworn into office at the age of 29, Ocasio-Cortez is the
youngest woman to ever be elected to Congress. This was a historic victory for
women and Hispanic Americans. She represents New York?s 14th congressional
district, is from the Bronx, and is of Puerto Rican descent. She calls herself a
Democratic Socialist and a fighter for the working class.
Ellen Ochoa: Born and raised in California, Ellen Ochoa was
the first Hispanic woman in space. She earned her doctorate in
engineering from Stanford University and joined NASA in 1988. She was a research
engineer and was later selected to be an astronaut. She went on several missions and
spent almost 1,000 hours in orbit.

Rober to Clemente: Clemente is originally from Puerto Rico and came to the
United States to play major league baseball in 1954. He played as a right fielder for
the Pittsburgh Pirates. Although he was a great athlete, Clemente faced racial bias
in the U.S. This led Clemente to become an advocate for Latino and Black players?
rights in baseball. He died in a plane crash in 1972, en route to bring relief to
earthquake-stricken Nicaragua
Richard Cavazos: Cavazos is a Mexican American from Texas and was the first
Hispanic person to become a four star general in the U.S. Army in 1982. He served in
the Korean War and in Vietnam. He received a number of military honors including the
service cross, the silver star, the bronze star, and the purple heart.
Carolina Her r er a: Born in Caracas, Venezuela, fashion designer
Carolina Herrera has created a successful global brand. As a young girl, Herrera
would sew dresses for her dolls. In 1980, she launched her own line at the
suggestion of her friend, Diana Vreeland, who also happened to be the
editor-in-chief of Vogue magazine. Herrera has dressed some of the most prominent
and stylish women, such as: First Ladies Michelle Obama, Laura Bush, and Nancy
Reagan. Other notable names include Kate Middleton and Karlie Kloss.
Raul Julia: Julia is well known for his role as Gomez in The
Addams Family, but he is also known as a master of both theater and
the stage. One of his best roles took place off of the stage because
he worked very hard to advocate for Hispanic filmmakers.

CookingCorner: Snicker- AppleSalad
Written by: Ceonna Williams

Have you been bored at home during this pandemic ? Do you like to cook and eat? Well,
here is the perfect fall recipe for you! Snickers caramel apple salad is an easy recipe to
make and you only need 7 ingredients. This recipe takes 8 minutes to prepare, 5 minutes to
cook and 2 hours to chill.
In gr edien t s
-

7 gr een apples

-

6 Sn ick er s can dy bar s

-

1 pack et of Van illa pu ddin g m ix (3.4 oz.)

-

½ cu p m ilk

-

Cool Wh ip (1 car t on )

-

1 cu p m ar sh m allow s

-

car am el sau ce (opt ion al)

In st r u ct ion s
In a large mixing bowl, whisk together milk and pudding mix. Whisk for about a minute,
then allow to sit and thicken for an additional 2-3 minutes. While you wait, core and chop
apples. Fold whipped topping and caramel sauce into pudding mixture until smooth. Fold
apples, candy bars, and marshmallows into pudding mixture until incorporated. Cover and
refrigerate for at least 2 hours or until ready to serve.
Once it comes out of the refrigerator, it?s time to eat! Enjoy this fun fall recipe with family
and friends. You will not be disappointed!

How are we doing? Want to share your thoughts on this month?s issue?
Send a letter to the Editor and share your thoughts and suggestions.
Please make sure to include your name, your grade, and your
suggestion/thought. Make sure to put "Letters to the Editor" as your subject line and
send to mcclain.erica@district205.net. This is OUR school newspaper and we want YOU
to be a part of it!

Remote Learni ng Ti ps f or Success
Written by: Alexya Wormely

Does virtual learning seem difficult to you? Are you struggling to stay focused? Are your grades
slipping? We have all been trained to learn in a classroom setting since Kindergarten, if not preschool,
so having difficulty adjusting to a new way of learning is completely normal. Whatever you do, don't
lose hope or give up. Try these 3 simple tips and tricks and hopefully you will see a major improvement
in your e-learning progress.
Tip 1: Put Away Distr actions

While doing school work or attending live classes, stay far away from distractions
such as your phone, television, loud noises, etc. When you are in school, you don't
blast your music in class or watch TV in the background, so don't do it at home.
Make sure that you put your phone on silent or turn it off so that you won?t be tempted
to use it once you hear a notification. Make sure you are in a quiet place or area so that
you can focus on your classes.
Tip 2: Ask Questions
I f you are confused about certain things being taught to you or may be
confused about an assignment that was given to you, ask your teacher for
help. If you are in a video call with your teacher, ask him or her to go over
the lesson again if you didn?t understand it when taught the first time.
If your teacher is running out of time because they have another class to
teach, schedule an appointment for the afternoon. All you have to do is send
a quick email and ask for help.
Tip 3: Get Plenty of Rest

Try to go bed at a reasonable hour. It may be a good idea for you to set an alarm
on the days you have school so that you will wake up on time and won?t miss any
class instructions. You should still get up before school, brush your teeth, eat
breakfast, and stick to a morning routine. It is very important to take these steps
to keep a sense of "normalcy."
These three tips might seem like common sense, however, many
high school students are taking advantage of this unique situation. It might
seem tempting to sleep in as late as possible, roll over in your bed, and
turn on your Chrome book. In reality, this is not setting yourself up for
success. You should treat yourself with a routine and self-care that will
allow you to feel motivated, alert, and ready to learn.

Election 101
Why isit important to vote?
Many teenagers often brush
elections aside and choose not to
get involved because they are not
at the age where they can legally
vote. Why bother, right? Well, they
couldn't be more wrong. You
might not be able to vote in the
2020 election due to your age, but
you will be able to in four years.
Because of this, it is important to
stay up to date with politics and
understand the laws and policies
that each candidate is pushing for because it can potentially have a huge impact on not only your
country, but on your local community.
When the United States Constitution was originally created, it did not give every person the
equal right to vote. Women, minorities, and other disadvantaged groups were not included amongst
voters. When the 15th Amendment was passed in 1869, black men were given the opportunity to vote
but it wasn't easy. There were many obstacles to overcome such as hidden poll taxes and literacy tests
that were difficult to pass in order to make voting more difficult for black men. This is now illegal
thanks to the 24th Amendment in 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Many of our ancestors
fought hard to grant us this equal opportunity to have our voices heard, which should be reason enough
to exercise your right to vote.
Some people choose not to vote because they assume that one little vote in a sea of millions
couldn't possibly make any difference, but they should consider some of the closest elections in U.S.
history. In 2000, a candidate named Al Gore lost the electoral college vote to George W. Bush. The
election came down to a recount in the state of Florida, where George Bush won by a very small
margin. Bush won the state of Florida by 0.009 percent of the votes! Imagine if more people cared and
exercised their rights. There might have been a different outcome. Donald Trump also defeated Hillary
Clinton on 2016 in a close On the local level, citizens elect mayors, governors, state's attorneys, and
other important officials that could have a major impact on the population's daily lives. If you are not 18
yet, you can still do your part by staying educated. Read about local and national issues. You can voice
your opinions to your family members or on social media, write for your school newspaper, or even
offer to work on a campaign. Participating in elections is your right as an American. Citizens in some
other countries do not have the freedom to express their views like we do, so that should give you
reason enough to care about voting.

The Pros and Cons of E-Learning
From a student's perspective

Written by: K Juan Gaskin

The Coronavirus pandemic has invaded the
globe and has shaken up the lives of millions of people.
Like many of the students across the United States, we
are beginning the 2020-2021 school year on a virtual
basis and many of my fellow students at Thornton
Township High School have mixed feelings about learning on a remote learning platform. With that in
mind, we we are bringing you these students?reflections on their experiences with distance learning and
being out of school generally ? what works and what doesn't. Remote learning definitely has its pros
and cons, so let's weigh them, evaluate them, and make the most of this academic experience.
The pros of remote learning is that it gives individual students the flexibility to decide when and
how much time to devote during a semester to study the things that they need to know. With remote
learning, students have reported that they are able to do the work at their own pace and take brain breaks
while working from the safety and convenience of their own homes. Also, students now have the
opportunity to go back and review more complicated concepts and watch video lectures multiple times if
needed. Scheduling one on one meetings with teachers for personal/ small group tutoring sessions is also
a huge bonus that students should take advantage of.
Since safety is a top priority of 2020, remote learning allows students to keep their distance from
large crowds. Can you imagine how scary and uncomfortable it would be to walk the crowded hallways
of our school or sit in a cafeteria? It is also nice to be able to sleep in a little later because we don't have
to wake up and catch the school bus (this will be especially nice on rainy or snowy days). Students that
are highly self-motivated and driven will thrive on this type of learning.
One con of remote learning is that students need to be highly motivated to succeed because you
are working alone. Some teenagers aren't motivated enough to do their work because they are isolated at
home. Distractions such as TV, cell phones, or siblings can get in the way. Not everyone is able to
maintain the right pace of learning without self discipline and control. Another con about remote
learning is that distance education is not suitable for the development of communication skills. Outgoing
people that like to socialize and interact with others do not thrive in an isolated enviornment. In distance
learning, students' personal contact with each other and with teachers is limited to interacting on a
computer screen. When the physical interaction between teachers and students is missing, then students
tend to lose personal interaction with their teachers
and may become discouraged or confused.
Whether you are thriving or not thriving while
remote learning, students must realize that this
process is only temporary. Sooner or later, the day
will come where the school doors will open and
welcome students once again. If you are feeling
overwhelmed, frustrated, isolated, or depressed,
you should reach out for help. Students can talk to
school counselors, deans, or teachers about ways
to manage their feelings and develop plans to
become more organzied and successful.

